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Goudge, Elizabeth Coward-McCann y 
a THE HEART OF THE FAMILY $3.75 V 


This continues the story begun in The Bird In The Tree (1940) and Pilgrim's 
Inn (1948) and concentrates on Damerosehay to which David Eliot, after a triumphant 
American ‘tour, is now returning. With him comes Sebastian Weber, whose career as a 
pianist had ended with the war which, to cripple him further, had robbed him of his 
wife and children and it is in this that his hatred-love of David breeds. Lucilla | 
Eliot, now 91, recognizes him, comforts him and restores some of his peace: David's wife, 
Sally, pregnant with her third child is another touchstone and so is her daughter, Meg. 
It has been David's meeting with Sebastian, in New York, that turned him away from an 
extravagant affaire; it is a sense of need that binds David and Sebastian as employer 
and secretary. Sebastian finds other needs to fill- Zelle's love for Nadine's Ben, who 
would be a painter; the ghosts of all the children in the garden; Hilary's unconquerable 
faith; Sally's fear of childbirth and David's battle within himself- which call him 
from his sense of exile into an exhilaration of selflessness and strength to be shared. 
A double emergency - the birth of Sally's baby and an appendectomy for Nadine's husband- 
resolves the David-Sebastian situation, at the cost of the latter's life and establishes 
@ new order for the whole brood of Eliots. The magic to mysticism in something of a 
stained glass window atmosphere - the discerning courtesy of thoroughbred family lines- 
and Goudge's own small country of enchantment found in Pilgrim's Inn, the Herb of Grace 
and Damerosehay - here once more for a welcoming audience. (IC: 53-5302) 


Something Old, Something New, and Something to Borrow 


As we blanch at the avalanche of fall books, this peak load is. not always a pay lode- 
but there are some really discernible high spots. Nicholas. Monsarrat’s THE STORY OF 
ESTHER COSTELLO (Knopf) is certainly not as sure as. his. last book which will give the 
imbetus. to this; Elswyth Thane's. THE LOST GENERAL (Little,Brown- D.S.P.) is adequate 
reading for. her. feminine market; Paul Gallico’s SNOWFLAKE (Douvleday) is a melting 
testament of faith; Louis. Auchincioss’ A LAW FOR THE LION (Houghton, Mifflin) is a 
highly civilized commentary on a worldly sphere which 1s very attractive reading; 

the publishers. will push Charles. Bracelen Flood'’s. LOVE IS A BRIDGE (Houghton, Mifflin) 
which is a pleasant, discursive woman's novel; and the new Alfred Hayes-— IN LOVE 
(Harper) is. catching and may bear watching in more ways than one. See below for reports 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
faggot 20 ) q ag 
_ Coward-McCann 


THE SILENT WOMEN $2.75 | 


A stony, brooding island off the Maine coast is the setting for a story which 
gains its tension through the character of the islanders, particularly the women. Young 
Gil Donan, deputy sheriff from Fox Island, comes to Spruce because Giovanni claims his 
beautiful daughter Gina has been murdered. The island women, led by Martha, the shop- 
keeper who puts up Gil and feeds him well, claim that Gina has not returned from her 
mainland home for years, but when Gil finds Gina's body on a duckhunt he learns the true 
tragic relations of the islanders on isolated, once lively Spruce. The author achieves 
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the atmosphere of her island with its ingrown inhabitants, and at the same time develops 
characters of some depth, with a sympathetic hand that extends to the kindly, patient 
deputy and the woman who killed to give her daughter's child a legal father. High sus- 
pense, which will have a double play for the mystery market. (LC: 53:-11044) 


August 31 


Roy 


Gibbs, Philip 
CALLED BACK $2.75 
The short life of Edward Leggett, who returns to Boston from the war in 1945, 
but finds that his postwar readjustment does not include his wife Pearl, a worldly piece, 
particularly since the memory of Celia- an English girl- with whom he had shared an air 
raid romance during the blitz- is still strong. But Edward tries to make a go of his 
marriage; witnesses the successful reconciliation of his brother's relationship with the 
wife he had almost abandoned for a German girl; and it is Pearl who is the first to ask 
for a divorce. The war in Korea returns him to service, and fortunately to England where 
he finds Celia again- though this time she is more cautious. And only a year later, when 
she is ready to marry him, there is the irony of the crash in which he loses his life.... 
For rent, an old dependable- who just may be almost expendable by now. (IC: 53-10351) 


August 2% % 


Niall, Ian Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE BOY WHO SAW TOMORROW Vv$3.00 


A story of a frightened boy- and his frightening gift of prevision - has a tell- 
ing to tragic impact as the fear of the unknown, and the unaccountable, isolates him in a 
suspicious world. Jimmy Marsel's first vision of the drowning of old, mad Mr. Ravenson 
is disbelieved and dismissed as nonsense by his parents, and when it occurs- only his 
grandmother understands the "great long, lonely road" which lies ahead of him. The pre- 
monition of a fire in his father's workshop is bruited about the village before it comes 
to pass- and when it does, his father is accused of arson and jailed. His dreams continue 
when he is sent to stay with an uncle and aunt and the boy is haunted by the disasters 
wnich impend. His last prophetic dream of the charabanc which crashes at the foot of the 
hill- in which he is one of the passengers- is fulfilled and ends his short, sad life.... 
The simple characters and rough speech of Wo Resting Place andThe Deluge (Knopf) do not 
have the rather grimy realism of the earlier books, and the boy lends a further softening 
touch to a special situation which has its own fascination. (IC: 53-8702) 


Plaidy, Jean ; Appleton-Century-Crofts 
QUEEN JEZEBEL < |2° $3.00 
Serpent (1951) began the story of Catherine de’ Medici; this opens when 


she is 53, her mad son, Charles IX, is king and her daughter Marguerite (Margot) is to 
marry the Huguenot Henry, King of Navarre, although Henry of Guise has shared her bed and 
held her heart. The Queen Mother brews her plots, plays her favorites, and manoeuvers 
for the kingship of her beloved Henry; Margot and Navarre make their compromises over 
lovers and religion; the Admiral de Coligny, greatest of all Protestant leaders, be- 
friends and comforts the poor Charles and for this must answer, by death, to the Queen 
Mother. His assassination and the massacre of St. Bartholomew's Eve is attributed en- 
tirely to Catherine (as is practically every other killing during her life); there is 

a Catholic defeat at La Rochelle; Charles dies and Catherine sees, but not without 
qualms, Henry crowned. A restive and sullen populace takes Henry of Guise to its heart 
and as King of Paris he is a threat to Henry III, King of France, whose rashness drives 
him to have Guise killed. Catherine, old, sick and dying, knows in full the poison she 
has bequeathed her brood of vipers. The passions, jealousies, loves, hates; the in- 
tricacy of intrigue and court scandals; this is a crowded, but not too confused, room 
of history through which one walks with patience. (LC: 53-8701) 
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Cunningham, Sara & William Crown 
DANNY $3.00 


A midwestern small town rumpus has some of the boyish bounce and cornfed 
vitality of its narrator and participant- Danny- an ambitious, precocious fourteen, who 
gets his start on the local (Tawonga)*Clarion as a reporter when he discovers a body 
down on the farm he does not want to work. The body is later found to be that of a 
cashier who had absconded with a sizeable fund- and Danny, Red, his boss, and Elizabeth 
(Shoog) Oliphant of the fagle who are engaged in a running rivalry and a spit and spat 
romance all participate in the solution of the mystery. Perhaps not quite the Mark 
Twain the publishers hope for, but there's a certain obstreperous naivete to appeal to 
all the folks at home. (IC: 53-9966) 


Hayes, H. R. Crown 
THE ENVOYS $3.50 


The phantom policy, rather than the working practices, of good neighborliness 
in Peru where Jerry Pulver, in the agricultural service, and Ellen Zebrowski, a teacher, 
are stationed. Jerry, serious in intentions and ideals, allows nothing to deflect him 
from his work which takes him into the jungle. But Ellen has a different kind of under- 
growth to cope with in the school where she teaches and faces the influence of the 
American colony, the conservatism of the principal she dislikes, the violent Latin 
passions she arouses in two young men- while she quarrels with Jerry. She uses a school- 
girl scandal as a means of countering her ouster from the school, but she is away with 
@ young insurgent when a revolutionary riot breaks out and she is popped in the clink. 
It is Jerry who rescues her and gives her the chance to stay with him down there, but 
she prefers to return to the states alone.... The conflicts of Indian and Spanish and 
Americans whose minds are closed by prejudice and self-interest to the problems of a 
country which has a long way to go, the color scheme here is black, white and red with 
no nuances in the handling. (LC: 53-9967) 


September 7 


Treece, Henry Random House 
o THE DARK ISLAND $3.00 


An English poet has written an almost fine novel about his country and its 
wild tribesmen and the Romans in the middle of the first century A.D. Its story centers 
around Gwyndoc, his loving loyalty to Caradoc, King of the Belgae, his rivalry with the 
wild and treacherous brothers, Morag and Beddyr, and his love fer and marriage to Ygerne. 
All of this is told against the historical background of the Romans, under Claudius, 
and their conquest of Britain, their attempts slowly to civilize the tribes. Written 
with a tapestry-like richness of detail, the cultured barbarism of the times is caught, 
and the brutal religion of the druids, the horrors of primitive battle and the complete 
inhumanity of the customs is forcefully felt. Treece is able and successful in catch- 
ing the utterly foreign standards of morality and codes of behavior without revolting 
the modern reader. The fault lies in the characters which parade in costume, lacking 
depth and reality of existence. This is balanced by the skillful creation of an early 
world, the effective activity and real suspense and the graceful prose. For the audience 
that welcomed The Golden Warrior. (LC: 53-6911) 


aN 
September 41 


» 4 
Yi 


Sneider, Vern Putnam | 
A PAIL OF OYSTERS $3.50 “ 


Not the heady satire of The Teahouse Of The August Moon (1951) but a serious 
novel of a situation not under control in Formosa today. Linked to the story of the 
peasant, 19 year old Li Liu, who has been ordered to bring back the god of the hearth 
that looting soldiers have taken, is that of Precious Jade and her brother, who becomes 
known as Billy, as all three attempt to evade apprehension. Into their lives comes 
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Barton, American magazine writer, who does not believe all he sees on his conducted tours 
and who, through secret talks with a leader of the nationalist group, learns a truer story 
of the conflicts within the country. And he is helpless, when vengeance catches up with 
Precious Jade and Billy, who are seized, tried and executed on trumped-up charges of Com- 
munism but he is able to restore Li Liu to his home. There Li Liu realizes he will be 
unwanted and seeks safety in the savage tribe from which he was descended. A tale that 
absorbs while it instructs and informs, this combines an understanding sympathy with a 
sense of current events and contemporary foreign problems. (LC: 52-13648) 


September 15 \/ 


Macmillan 


Barke, James 
THE CREST OF THE BROKEN WAVE $3.50 
This is the inevitable fourth volume of a five novel series (The Wind That 
Shakes the Barley, ete.) based on the life of Robert Burns. To those who haven't read 
the earlier books, and to those who are not at ease in page after page of Scottish dia- 
lect, this continuation which covers the years 1788-1791 will be a considerable chore. 
The author might have made things more interesting if he weren't such a cold fish himself, 
but he presents Burns' three years as a farmer, a husband, as Scotland's Bard, as passion- 
ate extra-curricular lover, and as an admirer of the French revolution in a very dull fashion. 


September 15 ¢% 


Shubin, Seymour Simon & Schuster 
ANYONE'S MY NAME $4.00 


A shame-faced self portrait follows the downbeat of a man's destruction, takes a 
certain feverish impetus from the experiences which lead from a sullied passion to an act 
of violence. Paul Weiler, a free lance, fact detective story writer, happily married to * 
Ginny who fails him only in her lack of physical response, meets- in the line of duty- 
Claire Crisponi, whose husband goes to the chair. A toneless, heartless bitch, Claire 
is prostrate during the hour of her husband's execution- in bed with Paul, satisfies him 
where Ginny has failed him, destroys his powers to write and continues to exert a fas- 
cination which for all its repellence is irreststible. The need for money, for Claire 
as well as Ginny, causes him to doctor up a story which would convict an innocent man 
and ends in a lawsuit as well as the suicide of his editor. And his deterioration is com- 
plete when, taunted by a cripple who shares Claire's bed, he is driven to kill in a mo- 
ment of unreason.... A raw, ravaged and often tasteless transcript which some may find 
a strenuous stimulant. 


Wolfert, Ira rg Simon & Schuster 
MARRIED MEN "/- ° $7.50 — 


A long distance entry (over and above 1000 pp.) is also something of a test of 
endurance for the reader in a loose- to disorderly- record of a man of powerful ambitions 
and aggressive instincts. This is a world of money men he examines, and their wives are 
the dollar signs through which the self-satisfaction of success and the gratification of 
prestige can be redeemed. The man on the top is Wes Olmstead, who inherits his grand- 
father's embattled drives and energies to which his marriage to wealthy Elizabeth Hicking 
is a barrier- rather than a boost. For Wes wants to meet her on her own upper bracket 
level- and is exhausting in his self-propelled rise through to the merger of several foun- | 
dries and metal shops which achieves this end. While Elizabeth too is stubborn and spirit- | 
ed, and their marriage- although passionate, is also antagonistic and takes her out on her : 
own into civic reforms and local politics, and through a vindictive one night affair with ra 
a former suitor. But at the close, with Wes' death after a racking brain fever, there is 
not only the temporal acknowledgement of the powerful structure which bears his name- but 


also the more lasting imprint which is left on the life of the town which has grown with 
him, and on Elizabeth who- after a first withdrawal- assumes the position he has left her... 
A story of big business- and a big man- which is a vast corporate structure in itself- 

and uses_an unrestricted, uny ship d masculine vernacular for what is essentially an over- 
long bull session. If: 53-1031 5 
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Septembe? 16 7 i 


Fermor, Patrick Leigh Harper 
THE VIOLINS OF SAINT-JACQUES $2.75 


A tale of the creole island of Saint-Jaques in the Antilles has all the 
glazed brilliance and sensuous sorcery of the tropics, along with the formal elegance 
of a residual Jacobean society there at the turn of the century. It was here that 
Berthe de Rennes came as a young governess to the children of her cousins, the Count and 
Countess Serindan, to inspire not only a little culture in her charges but also a deep 
affection which she returned. But a disaster impends when Josephine, at 18, falls in 
love with Marcel Sciocca whose oiled hair and gold teeth and thickening body are only 
the physical indications of an unspeakable vulgarity. Carnival night is celebrated in 
a flourish of festivity at a fabulous ball in which the grotesque of the masques, the 
shrill, sweet strains of the Count's violins, the heady exhilaration of champagne and 
rum lead up to the challenge to a duel and Josephine's escape with Sciocca. And as 
Berthe follows her by boat, a volcano bursts, the island is burned in the blaze which 
destroys all save the faint sound of the Count's violins.... An island idyll which has 
wit and grace and a scintillant sense of color- and a rather special fascination. 


> 53-10668 . 


Hayes, Alfred Harper 
fw IN LOVE $2.75 = 


A fever chart of an affair records all the fluctuations of feelings which 
are intimate and intense, expectant and often disabused, cruel and vulnerable, and 
brings to the heat of passion a cooler scrutiny which comes with its conclusion. This 
is his (nameless) record of his affair with her in which he finds "the pleasure of love" 
but avoids the permanence she would like to find after the failure of a marriage and 
the loss of a child. And while his desire diminishes in the endless duologues of their 
evenings together, and she chafes at the situation which is heading nowhere, she finds 
an alternative in a rich business man who provokes her pity and then the promise of all 
the comforts of a home. This then leads to a first separation which excites a suffer- 
ing (in him) disproportionate to his affection (for her); there is the theater of vili- 
fication and tears, the torment of what she may be doing, the magnified memory of what 
she was. A reconciliation is followed by a dreary weekend in Atlantic City, and her 
return to the rich man from whom she will extort the marriage she wants is attended 
only by one last histrionic gesture.... A tour de force, this is also a world of flesh 
which describes the eternal sexual deadlock with accuracy and immediacy and a certain 
vicious to vicarious fascination. (Public Libraries may care to be careful.) 


(LC: 53-8750) 


O/ 14 
Moore, Ruth (@% Morrow 
A FAIR WIND HOME $3.50 u 


Cc This develops a definite sturdiness, once it's under way, for it doesn't 
stand still and covers some unexplored - and unexploited - territory. Lizabeth, widowed, 
is the mother of Edward, who has been away from home 3 years, and Nathan, 19, definite- 
ly a fledgling for experience. Betsey and Caroline Carey are also part of her household 
and when Edward returns, hellion and hoodlum, only Betsey stays with him. Lizabeth 
insists on returning the gold he has stolen from pirate Ringgold, is assisted by Francis 
Carnavon and both are captured. An escape (with Lizabeth losing her stays) and marriage, 
when Edward turns her out, and the fire at the Carnavon ship chandlery send them both 
with brother Mike to Somerset and Maynard Cantril, whose ship designing is tied in with 
a half-Indian family. Nathan too is headed that way with Caroline and the new colony 
is endangered by the proud, insane violence of Lemuel Cantril who dreams of inheriting 
the old empire. Again fire, set by Lemuel, is a factor and Maynard, in alliance with 
his Indian family, writes an end to Lemuel and helps the settlement through its first 
winter. Boston and the far away woods in a pioneering story of the early days of 
Candlemas Bay with a full quota of personalities and predicaments that add up to full 
fashioned storytelling. (LC: 53-7781) 
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September 17 


Doubleday 


Scott, Paul o 

SIX DAYS IN MARAPORE $3.50 76 » 
“_ * A story of modern India lifts the last veil from her new face and is an uncere- 

monious swansong to the British- on their way out- after the partition of Pakistan. Joe 

MacKendrick, who has lived in the shadow of his father's authority and his brother Dwight's 

seniority, is now in Marapore- looking for the woman Dwight had loved before his death in 

action. There he is caught in the ferment of the new freedom which has not forgotten the 

bitterness of its old bondage, and as the pukka people are going “home", there are those 

who have no home to go to. Among them are Tom Gower, who had devoted his life to the 

natives who have now turned against him; and Dorothy, his wife- whom Dwight had loved, . 

whose hatred of her husband feeds on the concealment of her chi chi (half caste) blood. 

A native demonstration sets fire to Gower's model village; a white man kills in fear- 

and is killed in return; and MacKendrick offers Dorothy the chance his brother had re- 

fused her, only to find that the old taboos of exclusion and repudiation have left her 

with nothing to give any man.... Intense, abrasive, the many conflicts and telltale 

stigmata of Hindu and Moslem, white and off white, give this its uncertain temper and 


certain suspense. (LC: 53-9133) 


Van Doren, Mark Henry Holt 
NOBODY SAY A WORD $3.00 


These short stories by the poet and critic have a sensitive imprint, are per- 
haps more suggestive than incisive, and record an immediate moment of experience within 
the shadow of its larger implications. In the title story, a woman’s desertion by her 
husband is underlined by the catechism of her children; a hotel room marriage is haunted 
by a premonition of death; a man is denied the satisfaction of a long revenge; the cul- 
tivated serenity of a middle-aged marriage avoids the passion which it had outgrown but . | 
outlasted; a man's nights are ridden by the disappointment in his son that he has tried 
to conceal by day; these and others are concluded with a sequence of fairy tales to which 
the upsweep of good forturfe and virtue rewarded lends its enchantment.... The medium here 
does not command a substantial market, but these stories have a gentle attraction for the 


more selective reader. (LC: 53-8985) 
September 18 


Moretti, Ugo Prentice-Hall 
ROGUE WIND $2.95 


A tough-fibered novel of the lost generation in Italy which parallels the hope- 
less world of The Bicycle Thief, and much of what is written today by Vittorini, Prato- 
lini, etc. This is the generation whose youth was spent in unexployment, and who knew 
their first steady jobs as members of the Fascist Army when Italy followed Germany into 
the war. The novel's hero is the illegitimate son of a prostitute whose life changes 
when he falls in love with a sheltered, middle-class girl. He cultivates culture; ad- 
vences to the stage where he has saved the money for a length of blue serge for a suit; 
and is on the way to prosperity- as a high class thief specializing in paintings- when 
the war breaks out. At its conclusion, more demoralized and ragged than ever, he is 
afraid to reawaken his interests in a hostile world that would only frustrate them, 
and his girl has married a Fascist. But a surprise reversal takes him to Umbria- with 
the girl whom he has abducted- for a new start on a farm.... The truthful portrayals, 
sensitive observation, and a sort of roughshod poetry born of tenderness and despair- 
give this its distinction. For a market, which may or may not be deafened to the & 
rumblings of the renaissance. 
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September 21 - 


Lovelace, Delos W. Crowell 
JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM : $3.00 - 


This is the story of the Nativity, starting with the holy family's trip to 
Bethlehem. It should please many and outrage none. Told in a simple style that will 
make easy reading for everyone in the family, it is graced by many loving details about 
the life of the times which have been carefully examined and are spun into the fabric 
of the story without affectation. The devout will derive great pleasure from learning 
of the food that Mary most likely ate in those momentous days, the flowers and animals 
she saw on her trip, and the people met on the journey. The relationship between 
Joseph and Mary has both tenderness and the animation of small incident which gives 
oan erase its accessibility and universality for a modern audience, old and young. 

IC: 53-043 


Langgasser, Elisabeth Knopf 00 
THE QUEST $3075 ‘7 — 


* This is a powerful and important novel by one of Germany's best-known modern 
writers and brings to mind Thomas Mann's Magic Mountain not only in its use of indi- 
viduals as archetypes to express a particular phase of society while always keeping the | 
stature of their unique personalities but also in its erydition and familiarity with 
mythology and folklore of all ages of history....which may make it out of bounds for 
many readers. But for those with understanding and background this will be a moving 
and memorable experience. Just after the fall of the Reich in 1945, seven people, 
widely different and strangers, meet by chance on the outskirts of Berlin and find that 
each has the same destination - the convent of Anaistaiendorf; that each is, in his 
heart, a pilgrim seeking to be freed of guilt and remorse, the nightmare accretion of 
the war years. Each looks to the Abbess, Mother Demetrius, a passionate, magnificent 
woman with a humanity far beyond the call of duty, to help him find salvation. The 
soldier whose home has been bombed while he fought to protect it; the actor who was 
forced to drop his mask during the war; the young girl who believes in the Russian way 
of life; the Jewish couple who found refuge at the convent while their two sons and 
their daughter died in concentration camps; the architect and his sister #ho believes 
her husband, a sensitive composer, to have been lost in action - these are the central 
figures. In the host of others, left in the wake of jeeps and tanks, are the incredibly 
old orphans, the helplessly young old people, the parvenu black marketeers, the daring, 
obscure saints - all, with their ruined hopes, on a quest for redirection, for absolu~ 
tion and for solace. Deeply felt, serious and thaughtful this is rewardingly worth- 
while. Ably translated from the German by Jane Bannard Greene. (IC: 5212176) 


Masson, Rene Knopf 
GREEN ORANGES $3.00 


The bitter fruit of experience here is the story of two youngsters living off 
their wits and on the run. Mousse does not come from the streets but from a respectable 
middle class family; her attraction to Simon, who is adept at small confidence games, is 
sparked by his: smooth knowledge of deception, by the guile with which they gull the 
innocent, and by the excitement of a life beyond the law. They go off together, to 
dingy rooming houses, unpacked suitcases, and "cheap briefcases stuffed with frauds”. 
Her family puts a tracer on her, and when the detective- a woman~- finds them in Corsica, 
Simon beats her up and leaves her for dead. Further flights ends only in their capture- 
and Simon suicides, while Mousse is returned home.... Delinquency, which is not as 
sullied or as sordid as the earlier Cage of Darkness, but there is still little to 
relieve or redeem this for a general audience. 















Fiction July 15, 1953 


-452- 
September 21 
Monsarrat, Nicholas Knopf 
- THE STORY OF ESTHER COSTELLO $3.50 
Kk 
Sf an exposure of a "monstrous fraud in philanthropy" which is to warn to "give 3 


to those you know" follows the deterioration of Mrs. Bannister whose visit to her father's 
birthplace in Ireland introduces her to Esther Costello. A victim of massive shock when 

secretly hidden gunpowder from Sinn Fein days explodes, Esther for two years had existed, 

almos uncared for, in her sightless, silent world. Mrs. Bannister gets an early hint 

as to the financial response to her good deed aboard ship en route to the United States 

and after lengthy physical and psychological tests finds there is no cure for the child. 

A program for both of them leads to communication, talking with their hands, a lecture 

before a Convent group sets off an emotional spark - and Mrs.Bannister does all right 

with her protege, but all the income does not go to help the blind. Charles, her discard- 

ed and dishonored husband, catches up with her and with threats and lies persudes her to 

turn Esther into big business on a world basis. The United States and England capitulate 

before Esther's young beauty and innocence and when, raped by Charles, her faculties are 

restored in shock, Esther is forced to further the swindle by appearing before the public 

in her old role as deaf, dumb and blind. Around the world and the Esther Costello Guild 
piles it up for the Bannisters and their commercial pimp, Lett, but New York and Boston 
appearances reveal the secret to young newspaperman Grant, who has fallen in love with 
Esther, who persuades her to tell her story for him to write - and who loses her to the 
viciousness of Mrs. Bannister. Esther's death - by suicide or by Mrs. Bannister? - 
provides a new racket for the vultures.... Without the polished satire of a Waugh or the 
extravaganza of comedy, this shows the corruption of fat years, homage and acclaim, of 
the gold of good will turned into dross when a gold mine opens up and the perversions to 
which philanthropy is subject, in reportorial reality... Something of a right about face 
for the author of The Cruel Sea. (LC: 53-6945) 


Raddall, Thomas H. Little, Brown & 
TIDEFALL $3.75 


Readers who discovered the drama and intrigue of The Nymph and The Lamp (1950) 
will find here a suspense and a violence that matches the setting of the bleak Nova Scotian 
coast and the story of a self-made man. R. Saxby (Sax) Nolan returns to the home of his | 
boyhood to show off but no one remembers him and to "show" himself he tries to become a 
respected member of the community by buying Caraday's defunct business from the dead man's 
widow. Flashbacks show Sax' earlier life - when as a ragged boy, know as Monkey Eyes, he 
was ridiculed by the town children, and the years when he was a seaman, smuggler, run- 
runner, cheat, swindler and all around pirate - show the beginnings of his modest fortune. 
Once again he has fortune's favor for the business in Fort Barron goes well and Rena 
Caraday becomes his wife. But Sax carries his doom with him. His ruthlessness and in- | 
humanity - for these are the seeds of his own destruction - destroy his marriage, himself | 
and all that that has gone to make up his sought-after respectability. Just where this y 
misses in coming wholly alive is hard to say for the characterizations are insistent, 
there's unstinted action and it doesn't lack in readability. (LC: 53-9329) 


Burress, John | Vanguard 
APPLE ON A PEAR TREE $3.50 


The place is a farm in Cedar Grove, Tennessee; the time is 1925, and the story 
belongs to Jeff Singleton, Jeff who is at an ambivalent stage in which he wants to grow 
up very quickly (he is eleven) but he also wants to be babied. When his mother remarries 
@ one-armed man named Ola Pierce, Jeff, his brother, and their three sisters move to a 
new farm and a new life. A special problem for Jeff is his thirteen year old brother Bud, 
whose two years seem to give him so many privileges. Ola's farm is large and lush, and | 
everyone is satisfied except Jeff, who tends to be petulant and demanding. But Ola, an 
understanding man, is able to wear him down and even brings him to the acceptance of a * 
new baby. Jeff's life also includes more normal happenings; he goes to school, dreams of 
farming, has friends, falls in the river, loves his dog, and watches the seasons.... A 
quiet, gentle picture of family life on a farm, this conveys the wholesome world of the 
outdoors as well as some sensitive perceptions on the inner life of a child. By the 
author of Little Mule. (LC: 53-10803) 
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September 22 

Beaton, Betsy Henry Holt 

ANOTHER MAN'S SHOES $3.00 


A story of sickened spirits and haunted minds wavers on the thin line of im- 
balance, probes a problem of mistaken identities and directions, and adds some elements 
of unreason all its own. For the Saint, the President and Francois Villon, who have 
assumed these aliases in their retreat from the past, are allowed to escape from a 
sanatorium by an unorthodox psychiatrist who hopes for a special sort of shock therapy 
in exposing them to the world at large. They meet Julia Larkins, prevent her from 
suiciding, and as she shelters them- and saves them- she finds her own redemption. In 
the weeks that follow, Julia's affectionate guidance brings for each the moment in which 
he can discard his assumed identity, revelation leads to regeneration, and for Julia- 
there's the love of a local sheriff.... A drama of the lost and the wayward, this 
carries a heavy load of torment, a taint of infection not localized to just these charac- 
ters, and a special brand of faith-healing peculiar to the California climate. Peculiar 
too is the whole course of conduct of which the instability of those involved is only 
partially responsible. Or so it seems to me- and maybe thee. (LC: 53-8975) 


Oct. a 
Chase, Virginia Nope 44] Macmillan 
THE END OF THE WEEK $3.50 


If you had luck with Friday, Thank God by Fern Rives which was published 
some years ago, this is again a composite novel of a group of women teachers in what is, 
unfortunately, a typical urban public school in a typical industrial city. Here, with 
sympathy, and accuracy, are the inhibited and impoverished lives of the women who teach 
the nation's children. There is a vague and gentle oldster who collects sayings of 
famous men as a hobby; there is a sheltered spinster with a mother fixation; a married 
teacher who virtually supports ‘a salesman husband; a powerful, Lesbian assistant princi- 
pal, her naive dupe, and the one teacher who is about to escape by marrying a widower 
with three children. Then, too, there is the battered school and the restless children 
crowded into rooms with inadequate and insufficient facilities. As one of the teachers 
says, "It's gotten to the point where I glare at every pregnant woman" which is not a 
happy thought- but one which may turn P.T.A.into pity teachers association. 


Wilson, Guthrie . Putnam 
THE FEARED AND THE FEARLESS *)/225 v $3.50 . 

A gruelling story of a homicidal maniac who feels that he has been called by 
God to fight the Fascisti. He champions a village of credulous Italians, gains the 
support of his comrades-in-arms, and then glories in the wholesale Fascist massacre which 
ensues. An American girl becomes his mistress, and also becomes pregnant before she re- 
alizes that he is mad. She runs away with another young man in his command, who shoots 
him and leaves him for dead. Actually Brutto, as the peasants call him, does not die, 
but is picked up by an Allied unit, and eventually placed in an asylum where he proves 
dangerous. Meanwhile, his son is born, and his former mistress lives in the constant 
fear of his return. But he murders his psychiatrist, escapes and is shot down by a 
posse of guards..... And though he dies with an expression of great peace on his face, 
the workout here is anything but restful. (IC: 53-9046) 


September 23 


Abbott, Jane Lippincott 
THE INHERITORS $3 .00 


Wick Middleford, executor of old Uncle Josh's will that requires his heirs to 
settle on his country place for three months, gets his hearts and hands full with the 
relatives who come to stick out their tenure for reasons other than the inheritance. 
Jennie uses the summer on the farm to face up to herself and defy her meddlesome sister. 
Enid also asserts herself and wins the heart of a young painter. The third heir commits 
suicide while held for illegalities, and his daughter is shipped home by her foster 
parents. Jennie stays on and is left with Wick to settle up the inheritance.... Not 
a windfall, but a rental piggybank. 
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September 23 


Burn, Michael Lippincott 
THE MIDNIGHT DIARY $3.50 & 


The midnight diary of Irene Mannheim reflects the twilight postwar world in 
Hungary and follows her course of non-participation and resignation under the pressures 
of a tightening political terrorism. For Irene who emerges from a concentration camp in 
east Poland at the end of the war is broken in body- and almost in spirit. She returns 
to Hungary and in Budapest finds her mother's oldest friend whose strength sustains her 
through her first months of rehabilitation. With her death, she turns to Poldi, a cousin 
who had also been her closest childhood attachment, and hopes to find through him some 
course of redirection. But he returns to England, and it is the Merediths, a couple at 
the British legation, who are her only refuge as the increasingly restrictive regime 
threatens her friends-and finally the Merediths are ousted. It is some two years later 
that her diaries are left- to them- with the foreknowledge of her doom.... Despondent 
as much of this is, it is undoubtedly a true picture of a country and a people and the 
satellite status of suppression. But Irene's long suffering humility is more admirable 
than appealing, and her story lacks the spirit which might attract the general reader. 


(1053-8931) 


Edelman, Maurice Lippincott 


WHO GOES HOME $3.50 


A wise and worldly perspective of British politics which wilts the carnation 
in the morning coat and ticks off personalities and procedures with a professionally 
knowledgeable accuracy. On toast here are John Vaughan, whose father had bought into 
politics and bequeathed him a tradition he did not want to follow; Helen, his wife, 
ambitious and attractive and looking for the gratifications she does not get from John 
in Tony Spencer, a Lobby journalist and a rather vicious sort; Michael Erskine, a Minis- & 
ter on the way to a higher post when a brief indiscretion in the States is used as a 
means Of preferential treatment for American business interests, and later inflated to a 
scandal of serious proportions. And although Erskine is acquitted, his wife- who cannot 
live with the shadow of suspicion the investigation has stirred, suicides, and Erskine 
gives up his career...An adroit to acerb commentary on public life and private interests 


and a well sustained entertainment. (1053-8922) 
Little, Brown 


Thane, Elswyth Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE LOST GENERAL : $3.50 


Sleek improvisation romances a little known general of the American Revolution, 
New England Mary Carmichael who is researching his story, South Carolinian Ridgeway Cres- 
ton - and a live, dream-boat general, Alec Mason. Mary's first break with her mother and 
spinster aunt takes her South to get more information for her thesis on the General who 
died in 1782, and Ridge, lost in a world of negation and of mother-domination, happened 
on by accident, helps her, not only in her thesis but in testing her freedom and her wis- 
dom. Mary faces down Mrs. Creston but, in spite of being accepted by the neighbors and 
accepting Ridge, is unable to get any more than a promise that, if after a year Ridge has 
“made good, they'll be married. Back in Massachusetts and a teaching job, Mary is con- 
fronted by Alec, whose life, wealthy and assured, is ready and waiting for her.... Ridge 
is high man in the tug of war when he wins a junior partnership in a law firm after much 
self-distrust and Mary sticks with her heart's choice. Schmaltz - and magazines are 


cheaper. (LC 53-9330) 
Burke, Norah 


Morrow 


THE SPLENDOUR FALLS | 0 4 $3.50 * 


+e+eand the castle walls are crumbling around the Duke and Duchess of Atten- 
borough. They live in only a few of their 300 rooms; their daughter, the Lady Margaret 
lives in an apartment over the stables with her eight year old son, James who is planning 
to marry five year old Queenie, daughter of Hazlewood's only help, Mrs. Matteotti. 











| 
} 
| 
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Margaret, who has been deserted by her husband, is now being courted by Simon whose 

sale of his family heirlooms is his only income. Margaret is firm and forceful and 

when Simon inherits at the death of his father gets him to sell off all but a little of 
his estate and settle for farming. She has her way too in persuading her parents to 
open Hazlewood to the public to pay for the heating that is to keep the Duchess' bron- 
chitis under control. And James' explorations of the palace and its uninhabited quarters 
stirs up quite a bit of dust and more than one surprise. A light touch for the stately 
homes, the heavy taxes and the necessity for a new kind of normalcy make this sprightly, 
easy reading. (IC: 53-8297) 


September 24 _ 


Schweitzer, Gertrude Crowell 
THE YOUNG PEOPLE $3.50 


This should be provocative reading for the present generation of parents 
with college age children, even if it achieves no literary heights, for it poses the 
problem of conventional children and unconventionally conditioned adults. Father and 
mother in their early twenties gravitated to New York City and found it their honeypot, 
glorying in the “Bohemian” life and the “earnestly intellectualizing love-making”. Now 
in their latish forties, they are appalled by their son's and daughter's correctness 
and extreme conservatism, so unlike their own salad days. Mother's proddings persuade 
the seventeen year old girl to date someone else besides her steady but it doesn't work 
and she goes back to the certainty she needs in her life with her favorite boy. Their 
twenty year old son decides for his father's advertising business and again Mother 
insists on more venturesome forms of experience. His short whirl involves him with an 
older woman in his father's office and this sends him posthaste to his first love - and 
the Coast Guard to extricate himself from the embarrassment of his dissimilar family. 

A sobering idea succeeds in pointing up the type of suggestions and questions to which 
the young need not be subjected. (LC: 53-8437) 


e 
Gallico, Paul : s Doubleday 
SNOW FLAKE $1.75 
A novelette similar to Tie Snowgeose, Th nely The Smati Yirrle in its 


inspirational message follows the life and death of a snowflake, which, although sens- 
ing a dear and tender love, wonders about the secret of her being, who created her and 
for what purpose. Falling on a field near a mountain village, Snowflake is made happy 
by a little girl, a cow and the joy she causes passersby when she becomes part of the 
nose of a snowman. When it is wrecked by its original, the schoolmaster, Snowflake is 
buried under another storm, and her prayer to her Maker is answered by the spring thaw 
when she dissolves into a drop of water and rushes with the freshet to the river. She 
helps to turn a mill wheel, meets Raindrop and becomes one with him. There's quietness 
in a lake, a fire in a town that they and their four children help put out - and save a 
child, the loss of Raindrop and the four children as they reach the sea and Snowflake 
goes on, lonely and questioning, until she reaches southern waters where she evaporates. 
But before she goes she knows her part in the great design, the usefulness of her humble 
life and the great Love that has planned her course. A simply told allegory to teach, 
at primer level, a faith and a humility. The market as before with a plus-sale 
possibility. Decorations by David Knight and Reisie Lonette. (IC: 53-9137) 


Weidman, Jerome Doubleday : 
THE THIRD ANGEL $3.95\-—~ 


The bulky patchwork of town turmoil follows the pattern of the red tape (of- 
ficial and local) that the establishment of a national shrine involves, and uses every- 
one ,from the handyman to the dentist, and historian to a senator, in its design. The 
threads trace the family and professional (real estate) life of widowed Margaret Gendron 
and her competition with Annie Vroom, for whom she had once worked; the scandals being 
raised over Admiral Headland, whose house, Kirkbean, his widow offers to the government, 
and the whereabouts of the missing papers from his diaries which are being annotated by 
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Aden on foundation money. There's the venemous columnist Patterson Osler, using every 
means to hang the rap on the dead Admiral; the enigmatic Cecil Inch whose unobtrusive 
power in the town of Swindon is brought to bear when a town meeting would refuse to permit 
Kirkbean's becoming a memorial; there is Mrs. Headland's unwavering faith in her husband's e 
integrity and devotion, and his daughter's doubts. From the center of the excitement the 
ripples extend outward to those on the periphery of the affair - Headland‘'s loyal ex-secre- 
tary, Margaret's brother and his third marriage, Aden's wealthy wife and her father,- each 
having their little part in the picture. When goodness wins out and the Admiral is vin- 
dicated by his lost message, individual problems too are settled and Swindon has a glimpse 
of greatness. The clam diggers, the commuters and the geniuses of a Fairfield county 
(Connecticut) town closely observed and interrelated, offer a sprawling target for some 
direct hits - and a miss or two - and present the complexity of distant suburbia in the 
throes of a mounting controversy. Try this one, say, an O'Hara market. (LC: 53-9140) 


September 24, 
Harcourt, Brace 
THE WEB OF TIME $3.50 U 


Again a well domesticated examination and amplification of a common problem - 
the compulsory retirement of the man of sixty five-when a social stethoscope is applied 
to this time and the middle class walk of life. For Munsey Wills, who owns (too big) a 
house but has no savings, there is no leeway for the years ahead and the wedding of his 
last daughter exhausts his reserves. But over and above the economic difficulties, there 
is the shattered self-respect for which there can be no compensation. As a husband at 
home, he is useless and underfoot. A plumbing expense sends his wife- for whom homemaking 
had been a full time occupation- to work in a store at a job she dislikes. And finally, 
after months of searching- and rejection, the possibility of a job in a small museun- if 
only as a guard- gives him a new lease on an old life.... For women, a reliable diagnosis 
of a critical issue, and an undemonstrative illustration of a theme in terms of a people 
they can recognize and who are probably living right next door. (LC: 53-10632) 


Lewrence, Josephine 


Auchincloss, Louis Houghton, Mifflin 
: A LAW FOR THE LION $3.00 
C- * A new novel is in a direct line of descent from Henry James and Edith Wharton 
to Sybil. which appeared last year, and is again a cool and circumspect commentary on the 


social sphere from which it stems- and which extends from Park Avenue uptown, to Wall Street 
downtown, and to the North Shore of Long Island during the summer season. At his best 

when dealing with delicate social situations and discrepancies, a sharp observer of charac- 
ters in which background has been a main determinant, Auchincloss tells here the story of 
Eloise Dilford, who, after a neglected childhood, is rather neglected in her marriage to 
George, an older man of unassailable self-assurance and propriety. Eloise, like Sybil 
before her, is awkward, anxious, and unsure- particularly unsure that the world in which 
she moves is the world in which she wants to belong. A curiosity to find some other milieu 
prompts her friendigip with Carl Landik, a rather truculent young writer. George's opposi- 
tion to this as yet innocent relationship goads her to carry it further; the evidence for 
the divorce he secures and uses against her in a nasty court action gives her the alterna- 
tive of retaliating in kind- which she refuses to do, and she sacrifices herself- and the 
custody of her children- in her deliberate attempt to safeguard her affranchisement from 
the world she is escaping.... An implacable interpretation, impeccably styled, this has 

a warmth which the earlier book lacked which increases its attractions for a popular 
audience. Cleveland Amory and J. P. Marquand have indicated the potentials of this parti- 


cular market. (LC: 53-5728) 
September 25. 


Edwards, Charlotte McGraw-Hill ay 
THE RIGHT PLACE FOR LOVE $3.50 * 


Some fullblown, homegrown dramas are played out in a small southern town which- 
if it is the right place for love- is also a fairly fertile area for other outspoken emo- 
tions. Anne and Paul Beecham come to Marshville when Paul buys a newspaper, and Anne - 
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after the loss of two babies and one infidelity on Paul's part is indifferent to life 
from then on. There the natives are friendly; Walter Arrington who heads a knitting 
mills which is his ruling passion while he entertains only tenderness for his. wife; 
Margaret Arrington, whose constant headaches started with the realization that her 
husband no longer needs her; Bert Young, a doctor, destroyed by the taunting, unloving 
Jenny who is also the ruin of Marcus Blake- a lush, who is writing out his hatred of 
Jenny in a novel. Jenny's repudiation by Marcus impels her to burn his book- and this 
in turn causes the drunken accident in which he loses his life; Bert decides to kill 
her but succumbs to a stroke; a factory fire wipes out Arrington's lifework but re- 
turns him to Margaret; Anne takes in an unwanted child and learns to love again; 
Margaret Arrington has the operation which will restore her vision- all this gener- 
ates more than a little hypertension ~ you might even say hysteria... A first novel 
by a writer who has had her basic training in the short story field (Collier's) and 

a flushed entertainment for women. Rentals. (IC; 53-9012) 


September-25 16 fOr «: 
Gordimer, Nadine . Simon & Schuster 
THE LYING DAYS $3.95 — 


The short stories in The Soft Voice Of The Serpent (1952) placed the accent 
on an inner sense of disappointment and in this novel, told by young Helen Shaw, it 
has a ring of personal experience and observation. From the narrow, conventional life 
of the Mine, in Atherton, South Africa, Helen's slow mutation of emotion and intellect 
leads her to Ludi, who teaches her the beginnings of physical delight; to Joel Aaron, 
snubbed by her family because he is a Jew; and, in the University of Johannesburg, to 
Paul Clark, of whom her family approves until they learn Helen is living with hin. 

His work in government relief rouses Helen's concern for the black people, and their 
affair is shaded by Paul's ambivalence of belief - in the rights of the government 
and in the rights of those who are his concern - and it is this which sends Helen to 
Europe, still in search of herself. A meeting with Joel, on his way to Israel, re- 
veals her true love and a true analysis of herself....The subjective scenery of a 
sleeper waking, the experimentation of rebellion, the significance and secrecy that 
heightens and shades an emotional journey, and the ashes of discovery when the truth 
is faced - this is a tale told in tangible detail which develops those qualities 
evident in the earlier short stories. A meticulous first novel for a serious market. 
(LC: 53-10813) 
, September @8 


Henderson, Dion Henry Holt 
ALGONQUIN: The Story of a Great Dog $2.50 


An epitaph intones a tribute not only to a great dog but to a passing tra- 
dition in which a man not only ennobles his animal but his dog becomes the supreme 
moment of his experience. It is the boy, who tells the story~ such as it is, who 
inherits his grandfather's love of hound dogs and some of his know how- the sum of 
which is that "a great dog is born when a certain man and a certain dog come together 
and a spark is struck". For his Uncle Ovid that dog is Algonquin, the puppy he had 
promised to the boy who had picked him from the litter- the rest of which is destroy- 
ed in a kennel fire. But Ovid cannot let Algonquin go- and his promise is fulfilled 
with his undefeated record in heats and trials. But the cough that the dog develops 
foretells his doom. Ovid determined to run him once again- in the Nationals, does 
soO- but with Algonquin's death, finishes off his own life.... Mississippi, hound 
dog talk, and an elegiac reverence- this has not the story value of Bugle Ann but 
the smaller voice here will carry to that market. Illustrated by Edwin Schmidt. 

(LC: 53-8977) ace 
September 29 \/ 


McKay, Allis Macmillan 


GOODBYE, SUMMER $3.50 


A sequel to They Came to a River, (reported in 1941 bulletin, p.101) which 
centers about the only son of Chris and Stephen Patch, this will have an audience in 
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the readers of the earlier book. A pioneering book in another sense than the story of 

the cultivating of the Columbia valley - Chris and Stephen's story - this takes young 

Steve away from the ranch to Seattle. There he goes to school, comes to know his father's 
old friend ané fellow social rebel Rannedge, meets his half sister and the beautiful Enid 
Williams, and grows in stature. Home at the time of his father’s death, he has his first 
love, then at Grand Coulee writes his first story. Back in Seattle he comes of age as a 
man with the world before him and with Enid to love - we last see him on a boat facing 
round the continent to New York and Enid and his destiny. Witnessing Steve broaden his 
horizons and come to the freedom of maturity through his contacts and thought is a com- 


fortable if not enlivening experience. 
September 30 
Harper 
A ROGUE WITH EASE $2.75 


From the happy-go-lucky memoir in Moscow On The Hudson (1951) and the life of 
a Russian colony in New York City, this makes a:story of the goodhumored bogus nobility 
racket of the '20s. One day working in a toothpick factory - the next Basil Saratov be- 
comes @ Prince and as an uninvited guest~ at fashionable weedings starts his collection 
of wealthy patrons wh have to beg him to sell his family's heirlooms (ordered from 3rd 
Avenue). Through an association of equally phony aristocrats, Saratov lands in Hollywood, 
and, when the storm breaks over Count Simsky (from Ohio), in trying to prove his spurious- 
ness, he hikes himself into real secutiry, in pictures as well as in marriage. A Russian 
inventor who over-Americanizes, Olga, intent on the stage and her wealthy young husband, 
j.j. o'sullivan, who despises everything American, a fake leader of a cult, American title- 
seekers - these help to carry the opera bouffe along its extravagant, lighthearted way. 


Pleasant. (IC: 53-7737) 


Argus, M. K. 


Brooks, Gwendolyn Harper 
MAUD MARTHA $2.50 
By the author of 4 Street in Bronzeville, this portrait of Maud Martha has much * 


of the quality of her poems and is a succession of fragile- suggestive sequences of Maud 
Martha who had a sense of beauty and of grace which would rarely touch her life. For 
Maud Martha at seven, who loved candy buttons, books and dandelions- which was what she 
chiefly saw in a poor colored section of a midwestern city, dreamed of other things; and 
when she married at 18, the dream of the home she would have became the actuality of a 
kitchenette apartment without a bathroom. Her tastes and aspirations are not shared by 
Paul- who likes fancy parties and sometimes showler women; she knows the humiliation of a 
houseworker's job; and always sensitive to the exclusion of the Negro in a white world, 
she cannot explain to her little girl why a store Santa Claus did not like her- or even 
smile at her..... The soft inflection here, the wider intimations of pleasure and pain 
give this its poignance and its charm. The Langston Hughes books suggest the market here 
which may be rather special. (LC: 53-7726) 


Flood, Charles Bracelen Houghton, Mifflin 
LOVE IS A BRIDGE $3 -75 


A polite but prolix (some 600 pages) story of pleasant people for whom a protec- 
tive world of social and economic security does not necessarily assure happiness, this 
follows the connected lives and disconnected marriage of Henry Cobb and Susan Pemmerton 
through some twenty years. For Henry, after St. Mark's and Harvard and Europe, is serious 
about his future in aerodynamics but emotionally unsteady, and unready for the marriage to 
Susan at 22. Much as he loves her, the restraints which include a baby- Hilliard- bring 
him to the edge of a crackup and he does not contest the divorce action which Susan (and 
his rather heavy father-in-law) brings. A second marriage to Alice, beautiful, determined, 
and drive by the memory of her first husband who had died, has happiness only in his love 
for her unwanted daughter- Ann. The years pass by and Susan knows that she will always a 
love Henry, and is generous in reconciling him with their boy; and finally Alice acknow- 
ledges the failure of their marriage and frees Henry for a second chance- with Susan.... 
An amiable, ambient progression through a well-bred world- this is undemanding and relax- 
ing entertainment for women. The publishers sre hoping for the Marquand market, but 
there is less sting and more sentiment. (LC: 53-8273) 
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September we 


Horan, James D. Crown 
KING'S REBEL $3.75 


Here's a vivid picture of the Revolutionary War, fast in pace, liberal in 
romance and sex and threaded with intrigue. Seen through the eyes of Robert, Earl of 
Carhampton, it is not only a picture of a new world, but, after many adventures, it is 
a chance for a new life. Captain in the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, he is sent from Howe's 
army in New York to the Iroquois on a special mission. His life with the Indians teaches 
him a great deal about their culture and civilization; he learns too about the “leather 
tanners and cobblers" he had been sent to fight and eventually this King's scout makes 
his choice between the red coat and the buckskin. Given a not too original framework 
for historical romance, this has speed and excitement in its telling, is full of life 
and people and is rich in the colors, smells and sounds of battle and of the woods and 
valleys of New York and Pennsylvania. Its origin in diaries, messages and records adds 
to its appeal. 


Dept 17 
Fair, Elizabeth z Funk & Wagnalls 
ALL ONE SUMMER $3.00 


A neatly fabricated novel cut out of light cloth makes a small tapestry of 
English village life. Little Mallin suffers from a toll bridge to neighboring Mallinford 
and has never lived up to its expectations, that is to Mallinford, but its inhabitants 
are lively enough to burst the village seams. Woven into the fabric of the town life 
for the reader's inspection are a number of characters. There is Sir James Brigham, his 
son George, his vicar Custance, Mrs. Custance and Cassandra Custance. There are the | 
Templers with their eccentricities and relatives and tenants whom clever Eustace manages 
to dislodge by buying a painting. Colonel Ashford provides a respectable rigid note 
while the Fenn sisters counteract with girlish good humor. The Church Fete sets the 
scene for the reunion of the lovers, George and Cassandra, and concludes this slight 
but pleasant summer's tale. (LC: 53-10795) 


NOSEY, MOSEY, COSMOSY 


r 
August 17 
Clarke, Arthur C. Ballantine 
CHILDHOOD'S END $2.00 $.35 


* A futurama projects the end of the world’ when an invasion by the Overlords 
brings their unchallenged control of life on earth. And although their surveillance is 
benevolent, a few- in the successive generations- speculate on this new and secret 
species. Stormgren is first pressured into an investigation; Jan, some decades later, 
after a paranormal communication, attempts to find their world above, and the extrasensory 


experiences of.a child presage the Total Breakthrough and the dissolution of man and his 
planet. An intelligent and imaginative use of cosmic concepts for a takeoff in time and 
space. (LC 53-10419) 


September 10 


Dolph, Jack Doubleday 
DEAD ANGEL $2.75 


Broadway's Doc Connor and his love for horseflesh involves him with the five 
Angel brothers and their sister when a family split over the Angels’ racing stables takes 
a turn for murder. Doc hunts out an old scandal in Cuba but all his hunting clothes and 
trap lines prove nothing until he returns to Long Island and puts the bee on the black- 
mail and the killing of the sister. Devious deeds for dark Angels at dead level. 


(IC: 53-9348) 
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September 10 


Knight, Kathleen Moore Doubleday 
$2.75 * 


THREE OF DIAMONDS 
Elisha Macomber keeps Penberthy Island under control when a vanishing body 
threatens the isolated life of the Crockers and the fortunes of resident off-islanders. A 
link with Boston jewel robberies, suspicious visiting sportsmen, a marriage headed for the 
rocks and another killing keeps everyone haired up but Elisha's ferretting around fills in 
the chinks and restores peace and sanity to Penberthy. Laconic. (LC: 53-9346) 


Doubleday 


Thompson, Thomas 
THE STEEL WEB $2.75 


Headstrong Johnny Nightingale, railroad investigator, pursues his line of duty 
in an attempt to pull in Bert Calendar for the robbery of some confidential- and damaging- 
files. But in the course of action he learns that Calendar is more innocent than his 
employer, powerful Sam Bollinger, and with the realignment of his loyalties he is able to 
break Bollinger's corrupt control of the railroad and the state. Aggressive. (LC: 53-9126) 


September 16 [12 


Harper 


Gilbert, Michael 
FEAR TO TREAD $2.75 
Cx Headmaster Wilfrid Wetherall, subject to a malignant type of obstinacy, finds 
that the big business of food and liquor redistribution is not an easy league to play in 
when troubles with his students, a restauranteur and a patent medicine firm engage his 
interest. A tie-in with a newspaper, eventual support from Hazelrigg of Scotland Yard 


and a show-down with his school board blasts an English racket. Yoicks. (LC: 53-8749) ’ 
September 21 
Mahannah, Floyd Macrae-Smith 
STOPOVER FOR MURVER $2.50 


Rufe Baylor, jobless construction engineer, is propositioned to impersonate a 
fighter in a California town's fiesta, wins against the fix and earns the enmity of McGer- 
ries and his crew. McGerries' murder, framed around his wife, puts Baylor in trouble with 
the law and on the hunt to prove his own innocence. A two year old conspiracy, another 
killing and Baylor outshouts the police to a solution. Slam bang. (LC: 53-10084) 


September 22 


Smith, Don Henry Holt 
PERILOUS HOLIDAY $2.75 


An act of trust- during the war- returns Peter Brooks to Yugoslavia where a 
paper given him by some fleeing refugees leads to a cache of diamonds, and the young girl 
he remembered is now fully- and beautifully-developed. But Peter's attempt to safeguard 
the jewels from a brutal assailant, and Zega, from the underground, is strenuous until 
they both get through and clear to a freer world.... Balkan unbelievable. (LC: 53-8982) 


September 22 


Cushman, Clarissa Fairchild Little, Brown 
THE FATAL STEP $3.00 


Pleasant people, in uncomfortable circumstances, surround lovable, indomitable - 
Aunt Reuben and her death involves the disposition of an old family farm and the consider- 
able cash its sale would bring. Two nieces and a nephew share in the guilt as well as 
the prospective profits and some scattered evidence forces the killer to show his hand. 
Soft diet for feminine habitues. (LC: 52-12651) 
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September 23 .. 


Bawden, Nina Morrow 
EYES OF GREEN $2.75 — 


The slow burn that is Venetia does not cool with her accidental death which 
follows the attempt made against her sister Brigid's youngster and precedes the hanging 
of her lover, Tom. And while the lives she'd crossed- and crossed up- bear witness to 
her fascination, it is Paul who had always loved and lost her who gives the final 
testimony and an answer to her death. Decorative torment. (LC: 53-10168) 


September 24 


Little, Constance & Gwenyth Doubleday 
THE BLACK CURL $2.75 


Bill Runson's visitation (and exploitation) of his cousin, his stepmother, 
and her marriageable daughter is also attended by the removal of his forelock, the dilu- 
tion of his hair lotion, the murder and refrigeration of his housekeeper, and the faint- 
ing fits of her successor. A resemblance- and an attempt to defraud make this a little 
more reasonable than it would seem. Skittery- not jittery. (IC: 53-9131) 


Truss, Seldon Doubleday 
THE DOCTOR WAS A DAME $2.75 


Mr. Horace of the Snapshot and Gidleigh of the Yard supervise the postmortems 
of a butler and his employer, an aging Colonel with a young wife, as they connect with 
Dame Alice Hicks-Drayton, who is also a doctor and the head of a Circle of Youth which 
is intended to equalize the classes. A prospective heiress, about to come of age, is 
the target for which other lives are lost. Inchoate and for the most part incredible. 
(LC: 53-9816) 


Franklin, Max Rinehart P. 
JUSTICE HAS NO SWORD $2.75 | ~ 


The practical police procedures of St. Louis are put to the test when organ- 
ized rackets and crime threaten to move in. Marianne, a social worker, is the objecture 
when her testimony about the death of one of her cases reveals a flaw in the new organ- 
ization and the state Senator and a police sergeant are out to best each other in her 
affections, before she breaks the case - and the incoming gang. Commensensical. 

(LC: 53-8228) | 


Frazee, Steve Rinehart _ 
THE SKY BLOCK $2.75 \~ 


The Army, FBI, G-2, civilian scientists and Platt Vencel, who has been un- 
ceremoniously appropriated for his knowledge of the mountain caves and tunnels, on the 
hunt for the weather wrecker that has been devastating the U. S. Conflict within the 
blindman's buff of agencies, murders, and a record of failures toss the rules overboard 
for expediency. The flash finish saves the country. Convincing. (IC: 53-9236) 


September 28 


Crane, Frances Random House 
MURDER IN BRIGHT RED $2.50 


Pat and Jean Abbott on an active romp to solve the death of Charley Pryor 
have their choice of four beautiful and one not-so, women and assorted males. With the 
Pryor inheritance tied up for reasons of security, with the death of a second grandson ,a 
variety of strange behavior on the part of the ladies, Pat and Jean make their snooping 
pay off in a tight time schedule. Congenial and confiding. (LC: 53-6916) 
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Many to choose from- and few to enthuse over 


A good too» on inside Russia~ and the Russian inside Germany~ Gregory Klimov’s THE TERROR 
MACHINE (Praeger); for a literary audience, a fine biography of KATHERINE MANSFIELD by 
Anthony Alpers; Will Durant bas apublic waiting for his. new volume of culture commercial- 


ized for a popular audience- THE RENAISSANCE (Simon 6 Schuster); and, for chi chi, Misia 
Sert’s MISIA AND THE MUSES (John Day) See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


August 12 


Dorcy, Sister Mary Jean, O.P. Sheed & Ward 
SHEPHERD'S TARTAN $2.50 


Most non-Catholics and many Catholics who find themselves seated opposite two 
nuns in the subway inevitably find themselves speculating as to what life is like in a 
convent and what sort of personality is hidden behind that habit. This book gives an 
answer and it is not a book of confession or revolt by one who has "leaped over the wall". 
Sister Mary Jean Dorcy has been a nun for eighteen years, is supremely happy in her life 
and has a perfectly delicious sense of humor. Anyone who wonders if nuns can be human 
should read this book. The author tells how she happened to enter the religious life and 
describes the kind of women admitted - and they are not all homely, frustrated females by 
any means. Her description of the habit is intriguing, while her tales of her work as a 
teacher are full of human interest. It is a book which will do more to foster an under- 
standing of the life of the Catholic religious than many a learned tome. (LC: 53-9631) 


August 13 


Powell, Dilys Oxford » 
coco $2.75 


For those in a dog daze, this brief biography of the poodle, Coco, by one who 
once held firm, unfriendly views of man's best friend. Devoted to her cat, Periander, 
the author gave in to her husband's desire for another pet, found herself being chosen by 
the runt of the litter and was entranced at the "eager hearthrug" that came into their 
lives. How Coco was trained, what a gentlemen he proved to be, the sartorial changes that 
followed his clippings, his fame on radio and TV and their sky high ambitions for him, are 
all part of a pleasant memoir. The fact that he was not a perfect poodle, that he was not 
manly and that their ambitions took a hard fall wind up the story for the time being. 
Restrained but nevertheless canine capers for the following. Illustrated with photographs. 
(LC: 53-6621) 

August 14 


Ciano, Count Galeazzo Dutton 
CIANO'S HIDDEN DIARY 1937-1938 $4.00 


A new volume of these diaries, recovered from the German $.S., supplements the 
Ciano Diartes which Doubleday published in 1946, and complete this informal record of 
Mussolini's son-in-law and Foreign Minister. Once again, the less informed reader will 
find the many names and references in the day to day conduct of Italian affairs meaningless. 
But as an historical document, which once again "demostrates the ultimate fallacy of power"- 
this is important- and it provides a running commentary which is both personal and politi- 
cal of these formative, fascistic years. And these impromptu impressions of conversations, 
interviews, functions, even an occasional weather report, are the medium through which 
this regime is indirectly exposed- in all its "bombast, lies, cynicism and sincerity which 
furnished its mystique", and the strange personalities and lurid intrigue it generated. 
A defined if limited market. (IC: 53-6079) 
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August 27 


Klimov, Gregory Praeger 
THE TERROR MACHINE $4.00 — 


* A personal story of life inside Russia has not only a penetration of 
political detail but a warmth of human interest which takes it from the newsfront into 
the home of the general reader. An engineer, Klimov was the head of a Soviet branch in 
Germany after the war where the discovered his gradual rejection of the regime which he 
had previously tolerated. Finally, when he is recalled to Moscow where his defection 
will eventually out (he has not yet become a party member), he turns to the West, leav- 
ing behind him the woman he loves, the life he has known for a faceless future. The 
lives of many of his friends, and victims, under this regime which is always inscruta- 
ble and omniscient; the peasants who had less food two years after victory than during 
the war; of the officers who enforced the Soviet dicta, some believing in them, others 
reserving their hearts in order to preserve their lives; the occupation in Germany and 
the manoeuvers of the dread NVKD- all provide a full picture of the Russian at home, 
and the Russian inside Germany and his surprised responses to free enterprise and free 
thought. Ernst Reuter, the liberal Burgomaster of Berlin, writes a fine introduction 
and Edward Crankshaw points up the qualities of the book, and a condensation in the 
Septemberffeaders Digest will help to send this on its way. (LC: 53-8030) 


September 1 


O'Faolain, Sean Devin-Adair 
AN AUTUMN IN ITALY $3.50 


A successor to 4 Summer. in Italy (1950) records the Irish writer's experi- 
ences on a leisurely, observant circuit which runs from Naples to Sicily. Where the 
former volume dealt with northern towns and was more socio-historical than political, 
O'Faolain's swing through the south of the boot is an inguiring comment on the inter- 
action of economic, political and moral ideals at work in Italy today. On a route 
which included such in-between points as Capri, Foggia and Taranto, the author not only 
outlines Italian religious feeling and traditional background, but provides substantial 
analyses of American aid and its effect on local farmers, the influence of the communists 
and some sidelights of the Mafia. Splendid historical reporting, such as Frederick II's 
Castel del Monte trip, goes hand in hand with an examination of expenditures on social 
improvements at Foggia- to make this a rewarding kind of reflective journalism. The 
complex of social interactions is, as always, wispy and illusive. In admitting this 
and knowing where he cannot pronounce, O'Faolain reveals the borderlines and asks the 
important questions about a troubled people in a troubled land. 


Brininstool, E. A. Stackpole 
FIGHTING INDIAN WARRIORS $5.00 


For the record, here are 17 chapters devoted to Indian and white wars of the 
19th century - of battles and skirmishes, ambushes and disasters, frontier characters 
and heroism of the plains. The hostility engendered by wrongs and outrages and the 
way in which it led to bloody events; stories of the forts, of rescues, of massacres; 
Red Cloud, Dull Knife, Crazy Horse and others; the Pony Express and the Pawnee. Battalion; 
Jim Bridger, California Joe, Little Bat and Calamity Jane, among the scouts - they're 
all here from survivors' reminiscences and contemporary accounts. Frontiersmen, 
soldiers, civilians - and Indians and the part they played in the expanding United 
States are presented by a newspaperman whose interest in their deeds and in western 
history is lively and sincere. Illustrated. (LC: 53-7174) 


September 7 


Wills, Colin Roy 
WHO KILLED KENYA? $3.00 


A quiet and unassuming book that limns the main issues of controversy in 
Africa today and places them in their historical and ethnological context. The provoc- 
ative title refers to the Kenya region of Africa which fifteen years ago showed a daily 
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growth of understanding between the natives and the Europeans, an improvement in educa- 

tion, in agricultural methods, and a decrease of fear and superstition in the light. of 

modern science. Today, this same section.is regressing in a state of conflict between a 
nationalism which has gone sour and the terrorism of Mau Mau who is feared by both blacks * 
and whites. And there is the hope that young, educated men of good will in this country | 
will be able to restore the balance of trust and harmony which has been destroyed.... A 

good beginning book on the African situation- but a market may be hard to find in this 


country. 
September 8 \~ 


Fortune Magazine, The Editors of McGraw-Hill 
WHY DO PEOPLE BUY? $3.50 — 


A series of articles from this magazine appraises the significance of selling 
in America and the lowered status (even stigma) of salesmanship in the eyes of production 
and the public. Believing that "merchandising has not replaced salesmanship. It has only 
become confused with it"- this airs some of the attitudes of big business and the responses 
of the little man; techniques- and lack of them- on the floor and on the road; door to 
door selling and direct mail; shopping at night- and the shift from Saturday to evening 
buying; industrial selling ahd the million dollar sale; advertising language and the 
saturation of superlatives; list prices and price cutting; etc. etc. These articles,in- 
cisive and informed, have had a strong response from their magazine appearance and are 
directed towards business right down the echelon from the executive to the salesman. 


(LC: 53-9013) 
September 10 


Roethke, Theodore Doubleday 
THE WAKING $3 .00 
The rising young poethere adds to his stature in a volume of verse which in- = 


cludes some of the material published in Praise To the End (1951) as well as earlier and 
later poems. If there is obscurity in Roethke's poetry, this is offset by a freequent 
depth, urgency, breathlessness, even a kind of ecstasy which marks a real poetic gift. 

He has already recorded the confused and intense sensations of childhood, but here he has 
achieved expression of more mature feelings. One of the most interesting poets on the 
American scene, his book should find an appreciative audience. (LC: 53-9125) 


September )+ % 


Dorn, Frank Regnery 
THE DORN COOKBOOK $4.95 


A General- Brigadier, U.S.A.- with continental tastes, a career of duties in 
many countries and the gastronomic arts well in hand, lists his favorites and his own in- 
ventions in 4 well set up cookbook to tempt the discriminating palate. These orthodox 
divisions- hors d'oeuvres, soups, salads, fish, meat, fowl, vegetables ,desserts, coffee 
and liqueurs etc., bear the mark of the General's personality. Each recipe whether it be 
Beef Stroganoff a la Dorn or a simple dish of brandied peaches is accompanied with helpful 
hints for its making and where occasioned, reminiscences of the author's past acquaintance 
with the dish, its history and so forth. Chapters on wines and complete menu suggestions 
preclude a loose budget and time to spare. Tasty lessons here in accomplished eating- 
and cooking. Line drawings by the author. 


Broad, Lewis Roy 
THE INNOCENCE OF EDITH THOMPSON $3.75 
A reappraisal of a British murder trial and conviction of the 1920's is less rE) 
interesting as a crime (actually it was quite ordinary) then as a miscarriage of justice 
as it is claimed here. For Edith Thompson, after the tedium of her marriage to Percy, 
engaged in a love affair with Freddie Bywaters, 19 to her 27, and in an incriminating 
correspondence in which she suggested the disposition of her possessive husband through 
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the medium of poison or ground glass. Some months later, Thompson was attacked by 
Bywaters and stabbed to death, and in the trial which followed in which both were 
charged with murder- his chivalry towards her helped to convict her. Broad who is 
probably right in his defense of Edith here since she was more than likely innocent 
in this impulsive act of violence, does however make some dubious claims: that her 
lack of moral courage and equivocation was a mark of sensitivity; that her poison 
plots against her husband incited her lover "not to murder but to love"; etc. etc. 
An interpretation, and vindication, after the fact- though the case itself has no 
particular intellectual attraction. (LC: 53-10347) 


September 15 ,_ 


de Trevino, Elizabeth Crowell 
MY HEART LIES SOUTH $3.50. 


Provincial Mexican life becomes an entertaining affair when seen by an Amer- 
ican who married into it and her encounters with "Que van a decir la gente?" prove to 
be confusing and often comic. For Luis, who was her escort to Monterrey, courted her 
without her knowledge and their marriage in California proved to be illegal which was 
barely remedied before their first child was born. There is Mamacita, ever a bulwark 
against the overwhelming complexities of a new culture; Papacito, gentle and under- 
standing; and the great brood of relatives. The new and strange ways were at first 
rebelled against, later adjusted to; there were language difficulties and the fa- 
mily's avid curiosity about her childbearing; and, it follows, that the raising of 
the Little General was criticized openly. The fixed customs of courtship, death, 
marriage, the unwritten laws of proper behavior, battles with the Post Office and 
with the family when it came to giving a concert, the comfort of the Catholic saints- 
there's much of a warm understanding and love here that gives this a very nice slant 
on Latin-American relationships. Photographs. (LC: 53-8429) 


Smith, Anthony Dutton 
BLIND WHITE FISH IN PERSIA $3.75 


A 4 man expedition, from Oxford, to live in South Persia and pursue chemical, 
geographical, botanical and zoological interests is laid on the line in the 5,000 miles 
going and coming and the incidents of their stay. All the hurlyburly of getting start- 
ed, routed and equipped, the travel in the truck and the troubles with the mountains 
of necessary papers; all the formalities that pursued them across Europe, over the 
water and the desert to the Kirman area in which they moved from Jupar, to Mahun to 
Negar. There the life in the qanats (underground water channels), the fauna that in- 
cluded the blind white fish, was of primary interest to the author, and the collection 
of specimens resulted in failure, success and mad moments. The village and town life, 
in which they bluntly went their way; the economic and social incidents, and the daily 
occurrences of foreigners in isolation; the stream of life as helpers, visitors and 
curious natives entered into their affairs; and, their time up, the cumbersome re- 
turn home. Not all jolly and bright here, not all friendly and happy either- but a 
thoughtful recapitulation of ways in which a working party can disturb and sometimes 
dismay a foreign community. The value of serious consideration gives this its worth. 
Photographs, maps and drawings. (IC: 53-10329) 


Florinsky, Michael T. V Macmillan 
2 vols. $15.00 


RUSSIA: A History and Interpretation 


Report repeated from the March lst bulletin, as follows: "The author of 
Towards an Understanding of the USSRand World Revolution and the USSR. Russian born 
lecturer in Economics at Columbia, here encompasses a thousand years of Russian history 
in two volumes. The thing that comes through the maze of Russia's complex history and 
the record of change in economics, social patterns, international relations and local 
politics is the extraordinary continuity of the Russian tradition which even today 
forms the foundation of Soviet history. Florinsky closes his volumes with the October 
Revolution, feeling that Soviet history demands a fresh approach, but claiming (and 
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proving) that to understand it one must know the background. In each of his main divi- 

sions (From Kiev to Moscow- The First Moscow Period- The St. Petersburg Period) he sum- 
marizes the progress on every level, or- if the case may be- the deterioration. One ei 
has recurrently a sense of "This is where I came in"- so often has Russia's history 
turned almost full circle. For one who has studied Russian history, this constitutes a 
refresher course, with modern interpretation. For any student of history to whom Rus- 
sian history is a closed book, this is a wholly satisfactory presentation." 





, “\ 


September“ 15 
Simon & Schuster 
THE WORLDLY PHILOSOPHERS $5 .00 


* "The Worldly Philosophers" are the political economists who have tried, in one 
way or another, to justify or condone man's drive toward accumulated wealth, and their 
story has a slick animation for modern moneymakers. From a broad background which re- 
turns to 1305 when merchants kept sketchy accounts because long division was beyond them 
and the function of the zero was not understood, this goes on to Adam Smith whose Wealth 
of Nations first attempted to define the new industrial world. Other figures, less fa- 
wiliar to many, are Malthus who brooded over the rising birthrate and decreasing re- 
sources; David Ricardo who educated the House of Commons; Robert Owen whose idealistic 
views were put to work in a model workers town and who organized the first trade union 
in Britain; John Stuart Mill and his "Principles of Political Economy"; the origins of 
Henry George's single tax; the Communist Manifesto- re-evalued; Veblen; and finally 
Keyne's "Economic Possibilities for our Grandchildren". A breezy introduction to 
economic theories and concepts which have here a popular accessibility more serious 
studies preclude as well as a general appeal to the business man on the curb or in the 


street. (LC 53-10871) 7 
Announcing for September 16 ~ & 


Read, Grantly Dick Harper 
| CHILDBIRTH WITHOUT FEAR $3.00 — 
A new, revised and enlarged edition of that palliative (panacea?) for panicky, 
prospective mothers which plumped for the approach now known as "natural childbirth". 
Since that time he has varied the theme in The Birth of a Child and Introduction to 
Motherhood, but it is more likely that the parent to be will want to return to the ori- 
ginal here which has run through many editions and run up considerable sales. 


Chesterton, G. K. Sheed & Ward 
A HANDFUL OF AUTHORS $3.00 


--.eand books, in short, invigorating essays collected from 1901 to 1935 brings 
back the pleasant charm and happy phrases of Chesterton's literary assessments. From 
Jon Quixote and Cervantes, Victor Hugo, Stevenson, Mark Twain and Ruskin, you can range 
to Masefield and Meynell, to Eric Gill and historical novels, to poetry and Sherlock 
Holmes, or to romantic love or the English spirit and thoroughly enjoy the informed 
analysis, criticisms and judgements. An engaging refresher on established writers and 
their works, this makes for a generous backgrounding in its 37 inclusions, which will 
please an older generation and, perhaps, surprise a younger one. (LC 53-9800) 


September 17 


Williams, Cecil B. John Day . 
PARADISE PRAIRIE $4.50 “ 

A straightforward saga of pioneering days in Oklahoma with particular interest 
for the Dunkards, whose story it is. The book opens when Terry Wilson travels the 700 
miles from Chicago to Marland, Oklahoma, to attend his father's funeral. The story comes 
through in sequences in which the son tries to evaluate his father's contribution to him f) 
and to his society. As his mind travels back over family history and the hardships of 
the early days- the physical and material hardships of starting a farm on alien soil and 
the spiritual hardships of having his children go to a “worldly” school, the reader has 


Heilbroner, Robert L. 
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a full picture as seen through the eyes of a mature man who had experienced this as 
a boy. And faith, hope, and a perpetual sense of inward discipline give this its 
wholesome values rather than any particular literary virtues. 


September-+f- 2 Y 
Crawford, John R. Doubleday 
HOW TO BE A CONSISTENT WINNER IN THE MOST POPULAR $2.95 
CARD GAMES 


From general principles down to the fine points of play, this will prime 
you on bridge, poker, gin, oklahoma, canasta, samba, pinochle, blackjack, hearts, 
cribbage and pitch. The rules of these games, variations, specific strategies, 
along with practice hands and analyses give a practical demonstration as well as 
theory ...You may now be a consistent winner, but will you be the most popular? 
(LC 53-5602) 


Shank, Margarethe Erdahl Doubleday 
THE COFFEE TRAIN $3.50 


An autobiographical reminiscence of a childhood in Grand Prairie, North 
Dakota, warmly recalls the Norwegian grandparents, the relatives and the peacefulness 
of the days after World War I. Separated from her sisters and brothers by her 
mother's death and raised by Bestefar and Bestemor, the author lingers on the familiar 
and humble life, the problems of Aunt Gudrun‘s romances, the delights of the store 
Grandpa Rekve owned, the visiting back and forth - and the fragrance of the ever-pres- 
ent coffee pot. There is Bestefar's operation, their golden wedding celebration, the 
governor coming for dinner, confirmation; there's her unfriendly feelings for her 
father, Christmas Eve and progress in school; Bestemor's understanding terms with God 
make her death less harsh and finally there is the move to Tucson. The manners and 
the household precepts, the food and the fun, the climate of security - all these 
color a backward look with tender remembrance. This doesn't add up to another J Ke 
member. Mama although it does have many of the same qualities and is a sensitive 
tribute to a vanished way of life. (LC 53-9129) 


Geismar, Maxwell Cita — Houghton, Mifflin 
REBELS AND ANCESTORS $4.50 


This is the latest, but not the last, in the series of strenuous and intel- 
ligent studties of American novelists that Maxwell Geismar has done and follows his 
Last of the Provincials and Writers in Crisis. This volume covers the period between 
1890 and 1915 and is a study of five authors, Frank Norris, Stephen Crane, Jack Lon- 
don, Ellen Glasgow and Theodore Dreiser. Once again literature is viewed in the 
light of its social, economic and psychological development- as well as artistic, and 
it seems at times as if the heavy hands of Karl Marx and Sigmund Freud were pulling 
the strings. Perhaps the above authors do not attract him, for the mood of criticism 
here is often dismal. Geismar is indifferent to the zest, optimism, humor and verve 
which is part of America, and which should be indicated as conspicuous~ even in its 
absence- in most of the authors he is writing about. A serious study, for the more 
serious student rather than the general reader. (LC 53-5730) 


Taylor, Norman Van Nostrand 
HERBS IN THE GARDEN and FRAGRANCE IN THE GARDEN ea. $2.00 


Companion books - but not for the novice since it is understood that the 
gardener here has been graduated far beyond the nursery class - which deyote then- 
selves to a special field of horticulture. Herbs considers where and how the plants 
grow best, the families, annual or biennial, and the individuals in the roster from 
anise to wormwood. Instructions for drying and storing are followed by how to use 
them and recommended cook books. Fragrance is concerned with types of scent, group- 
ings of the plants, all hardy, the surroundings, period of flowering, day and night 
aromas, annuals and perennials, house plants, perfume making and potpourri. For those 
who wish to go a-hobbying, these should provide much needed information. Illustrated. 
Herbs LC 53-10391: Fragrance LC 53-10390) 


— 
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September 18 


Simon, Charlie May yi in 


JOHNSWOOD 


A reconciliation with death is reached through the memories of a life shared 
in which the home (Johnswood) they built together in a pine woods in Arkansas had a 
particular meaning for them both. And this memoir, which is personal and sensitive, is 
also a tribute to her husband, the poet, John Gould Fletcher, much of whose work is includ- 
ed here in context with his life. His many moods and interests and recurrent restlessness 
which took them for an unsatisfactory year away from Johnswood and presaged the breakdown 
(he was presumably a depressive) which followed; their very different childhoods but 
similar tastes; their writing; the war years- and a summer at the McDowell colony; all this 
leads to the first few days of a last breakdown and the fulfillment of a premonition in 
which he took his life..... A quiet, fragmentary, and sentimental testament which has a 


particular interest for this poet's following. (IC: 53-6090) 


Putnam 


Radin, Edward 
CRIMES oF PASSION “ $3.50 “ 
A fairly lifeless exhumation and examination of criminal cases in which mis- 
guided passions and psychosexual impulses have been the main determinants. Joe Ball, of 
Texas, was more than sociable with the waitresses he hired at the Sociable Inn and later 
killed at least five of them; Hollywood's Fatty Arbuckle was acquitted of the murder and 
rape of an actress and is now better remembered for his physique; balding, middle-aged 
Dr. Snook was indeed the shnook in his love tryst with a schizoid young girl; Winnie Ruth 
Judd's trunk murders of two friends still hold their elements of enigma; only the poison- 
ing of Daddy Semples, a quiet bachelor of 69, revealed his startling prowess; etc. These 
and others make up a folio of follies and perverse passions for those with a taste for 
violence at an elemental rather than intellectual level. A carrion trade here.(IC: 72-1395 ay 


September 21 


Dutton 


Gibbings, Robert 
COMING DOWN THE SEINE $4.50 
Riverman Gibbings continues his explorations, this time in France, where the 
delights of the countryside are more than balanced by the delights of the table - and 
the tongue. For, before his 11 foot 6 inch boat is ready, he has found gastronomic and 
liquid pleasures in the neighborhood of Dijon, Blaune and Aisey and with his launching, 
in a flood, the kindness of the people adds to the pleasures of his trip. As in his 
previous books, there's a bit of art, history, literature, to fit in with his water course 
and here he has cathedrals, chateaux, prehistoric sights, artistis; lives and settings, 
to catch his interest; there are bridges, canals and locks along the way; and there are 
branches and tributaries to investigate. As always there is the secret world of the 
water and its banks and there is Paris too as his destination before he goes on to the 
tidal waters. A leisurely, informative and imaginative book to which the author's wood 
engravings add their charm. (LC: 53-6094) 


Alpers, Antony Knopf 
KATHERINE MANSFIELD $5 .00 


(/ * A first full biography of Katherine Mansfield is both a distinguished and discern- 
ing reassessment of her contrary charms and variable temperament and inimitable, indefina- 
ble talent. Here once again is the febrile fascination of that short, sad life, of the 
sudden intensities of radiance and despair which gave their impetus to the stories, of 
the years of illness which exaggerated a natural inclination to anguish, and of the un- 
even- often unreal- emotionalism which lent a distraught and difficult tenor to all her 
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relationships. From the lonely childhood in which she sulked and lied and showed 
"no particular promise" in New Zealand,- to London, and the meeting with Ida Baker 
who was to dedicate the next twenty years to the thankless task of caring for her,- 
to the final break with her homeland and her father to settle in London- this goes 
on to the indecisive years of self-discovery and the sharpening of her talent; the 
registry marriage to George Bowden and the abortive pregnancy by another man (this 
is new material); the first publication of her stories and the meeting with Middle- 
ton Murry "two wandering, uprooted souls... from backgrounds they had repudiated”. 
The quixotic and quarrelsome nature of their relationship but her bondage to the 
concept of love which sustained her through the years ahead; the constant of ill- 
ness in which she rejected the treatment which might have saved her, and accepted- 
with an often ingrate hatred- the ministrations of the faithful Ida; the anguished 
search for healing, both spiritual and physical, all this defines the stories to 
which she brought a driven perfectionism and which take their often fragile timbre 
from her own experience.... A definite and permanent contribution, as a personal 
and literary biography. 


September 21 


Francois, Andre Knopf 
THE TATTOOED SAILOR $2.95 


A book of cartoons ,introduced by M. Walt Kelly, of Pogo fame, is happily 
transplanted from France and retains an essence of Gallic humor. There's a simple 
scratch technique- which takes a bit of Thurber, a bit of Steinberg - for a variety 
of concernss men in armor, ladies with enormous bosoms in odd situations, men with 
any number of tattoos amazingly applied, artists with models, undraped and droopy, 
a bit of amour and toujours the comic spirit as it touches everyday (and not so 
every day) life. A specialite which is even better for laughs on a second look. 
(LC: 53-6851) 


Garraty, John A. Knopf 
HENRY CABOT LODGE $6.00 


With the United Nations at the moment standing in great jeopardy and with 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. representing America in its Assembly, the biography of his 
grandfather bears a timely parallel. It is also a scholarly, closely documented and 
impartial portrait. Henry Cabot Lodge, Sr. is chiefly famous for his fantastic en- 
mity to Wilson and his ultimate success in preventing America from joining the League 
of Nations. Because of this, his detractors have lost sight of the able and ¢gonstruc- 
tive senate leader who during a long period of Republican control showed great powers 
of statesmanship, as well as a strong belief in America's manifest destiny. Garraty 
does not, as he says, wish to remove Lodge from the list of controversial figures, 
but he has tried to let him make whatever case he can for himself in order that the 
reader may form his own judgment. He has perhaps succeeded- but he has also been 
utterly unable to present Lodge as a likeable human figure. Narrow, snobbish, 
Class-minded, partisan and chauvinistic, Lodge is a chilly personality. His life, 
in Garraty's hands, is both good history and good scholarship- but it lacks 4 warmth 
of spirit which could make it good reading. New source material adds to its value 
for permanent reference, and Henry Cabot Lodge,Jr.'s introduction, in which he 
disagrees with Garraty, lends a further spark of controversy. (IC: 53-6852) 
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September 21 

Knopf 

BY LAND AND SEA $5.00 


A collection of articles and addresses on various subjects connected with 
American history by the distinguished naval historian. This is a random miscellany cover- 
ing subjects of varying importance, but Morison never once lowers the flag of historical 
scholarship and literary charm for which he is known as well as Harvard's most distin- 
guished history professor. There is a long essay on clipper ships; letters on the Harvard 
Columbus Expedition; historical notes on the Gilbert and Marshall Islands; biographical ~ 
pieces on the young Washington, Edward Channing, the Pilgrim Fathers; an account of the 
Henry-Crillon Affair of 1812; etc. etc. Authentic Americana, this footnotes history in 
terms of personalities and often minor incidents which are recorded and re-interpreted 


for the modern reader. 
Pratt, Fletcher 


Morison, Samuel Eliot 


Norton 
STANTON: Lincoln's Secretary of War $5.95 


This is a book that begins with a man and swells to include a country at the 
time of its most rending crisis. Mr. Pratt claims that his is a work of correction, giv- 
ing the much misused Stanton his due, especially in face of the McClellan claque. We see 
the Steubenville lawyer as he makes a name for himself in court - @ name as a man of 
terrific application, honesty, lightning penetration, unique in the ability to relate a 
general principle to a specific case, thus influencing law as Marshall had done. Then 
comes the term as Attorney General under Buchanan, followed by the great service as 
Lincoln's Secretary of War. Here we almost lose sight of Stanton's personal life - he 
becomes an official so devoted to the preservation of the Union that only the heartwise 
Lincoln can equal him. We follow the Civil War from the capital as Stanton and Lincoln 
work together to weld effective leadership and manpower into a fighting army, from the 
difficulties with McClellan to the victories of Sherman. Communiques, anecdotes, facts 
carry the narrative to its close with Stanton's death after his removal from the Johnson * 
cabinet. A man to make things happen, to strike fire in his opponents, this was Stanton, 
and we learn to admire him. An appendix is given to the controversies he sparked. As 
the biography of a brilliant legal figure and as the history of the Civil War as fought 
from the capital,this will have a double pull and a lasting value. 


Kronenberger, Louis- fd World 
G.B. SHAW: A Critical Survey $6.00 


A collection of literary essays provides a prismatic reflection of the writer, 
philosopher, prophet and reformer, mystic and artist, critic and clown, and have a 
brilliant introduction by the editor. For Shaw, who was not only the “longest lived” but 
in many ways the “most many sided" and the most challenging and disruptive, was not only 
outstandingly fertile in his output- and outbursts- but provoked an equally luxuriant ° 
critical commentary. And from Kronenberger who sees him as a great showman of ideas, who 
admires his “free, volatile, unvindictive, dazzlingly gymnastic play of mind" but regrets 
the limitations of his concerns, this leads on to the analytical opinions of Max Beerbohn, 
James Huneker, Chesterton, George Jean Nathan, Joseph Wood Krutch, Edmund Wilson, Jacques 
Barzun, John Mason Brown, Thomas Mann, Auden and Spender, and others who indicate indi- 
vidually and collectively not only the quintessence of the man but his infinite variety 
and lasting immortality. A book for the devotee and student, perhaps rather than the 
general reader, but the stimulus of the man has communicated itself to the admiring and 
dissenting critics here. 

September 22 


Clark, William H. Little, Brown 
PLANTS IN POTS $3.00 


A very useful and inclusive guide for the indoor gardener which gives the essen-. 


tials of home care for potted plants, and then the specifics for each type of plant. Heat, 
light, water, food, air- these are the five necessities; the best containers and potting 


them; propagation; common complaints and diseases; outdoor use- this precedes the balance 





(two thirds) of the book which gives the particular pointers on each plant, alphabetically 
aervenget Py .game- A botanical baedeker which leaves nothing to luck and assures greener 
ngers. us 


rated with line drawings. (LC: 53-7329) 
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September 22 


Nevins, Allan Macmillan 
THE STATESMANSHIP OF THE CIVIL WAR $2.25 


Allan Nevins writes history for the intelligent layman, not for the scholar. 
And that he stresses readability in these essays on the Civil War accounts for both 
their defects and their virtues. He too often substitutes dramatic cliches and extra- 
neous material, because they seem more interesting, for factual documentation- which 
might be duller. In the first essay, The Conditions. of Statesmanship, after writing 
that the word “statesmanship” defies definition, he spends a good part of the essay 
trying to give the word a workable definition. At the same time, he points out-rather 
summarily- the differences between the ideologies behind the Civil and Revolutionary 
wars. The other essays are infinitely better and he discusses the major problem faced 
by Lincoln- how to preserve a nation- and Davis- how to form a nation. He also dis- 
cusses the capabilities of the men surrounding them both and concludes that Lincoln 
was the only statesman the Civil War produced..... Nevins, who has twice won the 
Pulitzer Prize and has both standing and a following, originally delivered these essays 
as lectures at the University of Virginia. 

1 


Baruch, Dr. Dorothy W. 7G}? McGraw-Hill 
HOW TO LIVE WITH YOUR TEEN-AGER $3.75 — 


Dr. Baruch talks it out for the concerned parent and covers not only the 
physical and emotional world of the adolescent but also the problems encountered in 
adoptive and broken families. Her approach is to understand your own feelings as well 
as those of your child; to help that child fulfill his task of gaining an identity in 
a worthwhile way. She analyzes parents’ complaints and fears and indicates the complex 
landscape of the teen ages in which they are involved. In individual cases and general 
directives, she also covers the need for sex enlightenment, the thought and fantasy 
that may lay behind an overt ignorance, curiosity or fear, the ways in which such 
information may be handled. There is material too on helping to achieve independence, 
the approaches to jobs, to friends, and even clothes. There's a great deal of helpful — 
-instruction here for the parent who is interested in this problem area and in its time 
sense it follows her previous books. For the market in which her name has proved its 
worth. (LC: 53-8015) q 

27% £ 


Roth, Charles B. McGraw-Hill 
HOW TO SELL YOUR WAY TO SUCCESS $3.50 — 


Not as hearty but just as determined asThe Sale Begins. When The Customer. Says 

No, Leterman (Greenberg - P. 346), this again reviews the “worthy” art that helps others 
to see,find and acquire, satisfy their need and gratify their desires. The theories of 
selling more than the goods - handling situations - self analysis and personal character- 
istics - the ways of finding prospects - approaches; the ways in which to handle con- 
plaints, competitors, and yourself; the means by which the human note is developed, 
sales are createdand repeated and fears are licked while chances are whipped up- these 
are some of the points covered, with applicable incidents from others' experiences. 
There are plenty of go-getting slogans, master formulae and personality pointers and 

the whole is predicated on the idea of never stopping, always improving.... The author's 
Professional Salesmanshifp is over the 14,000 mark; he conducts a sales training program 
in Denver - so the directives are dependable. (LC: 53-8018) 


September 23 


Clark, R. Lee & Elsevier Press 
Cumley, Russell W.- fds. THE BOOK OF HEALTH $10.00 


"Exclusively prepared for the layman", this one-volume inventory of current 
medical information is of course more comprehensive than intensive, but has been prepar- 
ed under the surveillance of 243 physicians from all parts of the country. The reader 
will have at hand not only a general survey of health, and the ills to which the flesh 


y a 
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is heir to, but also the extension of medicine in the fields of public health, sanita- 

tion, the law, the profession itself, etc. The processes of birth; development; the 
respiratory system; the blood and its organs; the heart and circulation; the skin; the 

skeleton and muscles; the glands; the brain and nervous system; the teeth; the diges- ae 
tive, urinary, and reproductive systems; and individual organs all receive individual 

coverage. The diagrams and extensive use of excellent medical photography (there are 

over 1500 pictures) make this book visually instructive as well, and with the exception 

of a few unfortunate paintings in color, the illustrative selections are extremely 

graphic. The book-making itself is handsome and effective, and warrants this price 

which may however be beyond the budget of the audience for which it is intended. 


September 23. 
Morrow 
THE HIDDEN LAND $4.00 —~ 


The author of Drums Behind the Hill (reported in July 1, 1950 bulletin, p-379) 
has taken another turn in the road of adventure, this time in the company of her husband, 
Tim, who was delegated first Political Officer of the Apa Tani Valley area in Northern 
India in 1946. Building a track to be safely followed as the "King's Highway” through 
land occupied by the peacefully agricultural Apa Tanis and the fierce Daflas who raided 
and torched the villages was quite a task. And at Kore,Tim raised the flag and began a 
negotiation center where headmen came to work out difficulties and civic difficulties 
were handled by Tim. The author's often tart descriptions of the natives tell a good 
deal of their ways of life, colorful and hard. With the independence of India, the 
work of the years seemed to come to nothing, but there was consolation in the memory of 
the crossing of lifestreams with the people left behind in the beautiful Apa Tani Valley. 
Colonial pioneering with a distinctly fresh flavor. (LC 53-9231) 


September“2h 10/8 


Jones, Ernest, M. D. Basic Books re ey 
THE LIFE AND WORK OF SIGMUND FREUD, VOLUME I $6.75 


Dr. Jones, noted English psychoanalyst, last living member of the “Committee 


of Eight" who worked with Freud, and close personal friend of Freud, here presents the 
main facts of Freud's life with the further aim to relate Freud's personality and ex- 


periences with the development of his ideas. The first volume of three, subtitled 

"The Formative Years and the Great Discoveries", carries Freud from his cradle to his 
forty-fourth year in 1900. Dr. Jones discusses his childhood and youth, his betrothal 
and marriage, his early experiments with cocaine, the relation with Fliess so closely 
tied up with the greatest experiment of all, self analysis, Freud's discoveries of self 
and his concept of mind. Drawing from family correspondence, the letters of Freud to 
Fliess, personal and professional knowledge, the author writes to cover a life and its 
achievement, fully but by no means exhaustively. 


Price, Willard GQ.V4 John Day <0 
JOURNEY BY JUNK $350 4 — 


Returning to an old haunt with a new purpose, Willard Price deftly weaves an 
adventure story with current commentary on Japan after MacArthur in his travelogue of a 
"journey by junk" through Japan's Inland Sea. In the Kompira, dedicated to the sea god, 
the Prices and their crew with Captain Wide-Margin-of-Safety at the helm traversed the 
sea despite mines, whirlpools, and typhoon. In a cave which had been built to hold 
pirate gold he discovered an underground militarist meeting; on the islands he found le- 
gends, politeness, backscrubbers. He comments on the status of women under the occupa- 
tion, on the problems of birth control, on the lack of discipline of the youth in a sys- 
tem still foreign to them, on the absence of direction in a culture deprived of its gods. 
It is evident that he winces at MacArthur's heady assertion that we have remade Japan, 
that she will never war again, this when we are asking her to rearm (since 1951) and Ey 
when her own constantly burgeoning population presses for expansion. Communism and 
militarism and Shintoism still appeal - and threaten, and the press that tells us of | 
them is far from unfettered. This mixed drink of adventure and commentary is easy to | 


take. Illustrated. (LC 53-9560) 


Bower, Ursula Graham 
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September 24 


Howard, Len Doubleday 
BIRDS AS INDIVIDUALS $4.00 


* A fascinating book for the amateur ornithologist reveals a long history of 
note-taking, observation and personal experience with birds whose English background 
is related to the American scene in an introduction by Roger Tory Peterson. There are 
two long biographies of bird families, titmouse and blackbird; there are sections on 
behavior, emotions, memory, flight and intelligence; on the habits and customs of nest- 
ing and feeding, friendship, communication and games. The second section is devoted 
to an analysis of bird songs and to the individual songs of the various species. Here 
are the differences, the effects of seasonal changes, the personal characteristics, 
the intimate lives of bird neighbors and friends - all delightfully recounted by a 
dedicated watcher. There is also a foreword by Julian Huxley and the photographic 
illustrations are by Eric Hosking. A good country reference book and one to make a 
watcher's eyes sharper. (LC: 53-5292) 


Rockwell, F.F. & Doubleday- American Garden Guide 
Grayson,Esther C. THE COMPLETE BOOK OF BULBS $5.95 


The know-how for know-all in the care and culture of bulbous plants, in and 
out of doors, for the increasing market of growers. This is an up-to-dating of Rock- 
well's book on bulbs of 25 years ago and brings to the fore the variety, the culture 
and care, and the use of this type of plant. The divisions are first-information on 
the kinds of bulbs, their requirements, propagation and pest control; the second - the 
groupings within the seasons; third - a catalog of bulbs, a bulb selector (shade or sun, 
blooming seasons, areas of the garden or placement in the house) and an index, A must 
for the sedulous fancier and a most useful garden-wise book. 30 full color illustra- 
tions.(LC: 53-7520) 


Sarton, May Rinehart pb 
THE LAND OF SILENCE $2.50 |“ 


A selection of poems which have appeared in Harper's, The Atlantic Monthly, 
The New Yorker, and elsewhere by a writer who is more known for her novel- 4A Shower 
of Summer, Days. than her previous collection of verse, The Lion and the Rose. Sensuous, 
sensitive and perceptive, these also reveal a deeper dimension, touching as they do on 
the metaphysical. This element of the eternal essence of things that lurks in a land- 
scape, a bird, a summer's day, a dream, is what gives this miscellany more than & pass- 
ing interest. What a pity, then, that Miss Sarton's mastery of form is not quite equal 
to her intensity and purity of feeling.And while the volume as a whole has many beauti- 
ful lines and deeply glimpsed insights, it does not quite live up to the promise of a 
marriage of form and content. Too many words, too many poems, lines that are not quite 
inevitable, a falling short of that perfection she knows so well and strives for so 
nobly. Such criticism is perhaps churlish. For poetry lovers wherever they are will 
thank Miss Sarton for an enjoyable and often uplifting hour. (LC: 53-7721) 


Durant, Will wre Simon & Schuster 
THE RENAISSANCE —~//0” $7.50 —— 


CV tne fifth volume in Will Durant's encyclopedic resume of world history main- 
tains former standards of rich readability and clarity. A study of the stages, 
attributes, personalities, and flourishing towns of the Italian Renaissance, the volume 
begins with the dawn of enlightenment as it was reflected in the works of Petrarch and 
Boccaccio. and cantinues to the late Cinquecento Venetian sunset- seen for example in 
the ornateness of a Cellini sculpture. Chapter by chapter organization is suitably 
varied in focus. Where the event is of importance- such as the Papal Schism- artistic 
and political personalities are described in relation to it; where a figurehead- like 
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Leonardo- eclipses other men; he is given precedence in comment that centers on his life; 
where a powerful family influenced a community- as the Estes did Ferrara or the Borgias 
Rome~ their histories are described as a unit. Popular appeal has placed all of Mr. 
Durant's work in the widest historical market that combines the interested layman and the 
scholar in search of new comment- and a new stall there is guaranteed for this. 


September” 25 
j John Day 
MISIA AND THE MUSES $3.50 


vy * The memoirs of Misia Sert, embracing with equal fervor and drams the splendid 
and luxuriant artistic world of Paris from the late nineteenth century through World War 
I sparkles with a naive ebullience which lends a plausibility to her life and provides 
candid portraits of her many famous friends. Wealthy, beautiful, gifted, as she admits 
without concern, she was painted by Renoir and Lautrec, toasted in poetry by Mallarme- 
who was a perfect listener to her piano interpretations of Beethoven and Schubert. She 
helped finance Diaghilev and lived throughthe difficulties of the Ballet Russe under 
Nijinsky, Ravel and Stravinsky, all of whom she knew. Her immersion in the world of art, 
music, and letters did not keep her from participation in the Dreyfus case or in an 
ambulance corps which included Cocteau, Sert and others during the war. Vital, vibrant, 
with a sense of her own importance, beauty and talent, with an assurance of her ability 
to love, and with a flair for the dramatic well evidenced in her marriages, she was a 
formidable figure and her memoirs reflect the brilliant, concentric worlds in which she 
circulated with aplomb. Occasionally suspect in its naivete, there's the chichi fascina- 
tion of this period and these personalities, the happy whirl of inspiration and intrigue 
which will assure this of an audience among the cognoscenti. 


Sert, Misia 


Erskine, Helen Worden Putnam 
OUT OF THIS WORLD $3.75 
These accounts of recluses, past and present, and largely from the New York & 


City area, have the fascination of the eccentric and the enigmatic and expose with as 

much compassion as curiosity the living suicide of a life behind drawn blinds and locked 
doors. As newspaper reporter, her hermit hunting took her to Harlem where in a bleak 
brownstone, stuffed with newspapers (and 14 pianos) Homer Collyer starved to death and 
Langley Collyer was smothered by a ton of trash. There's Ella Wendel, her fifty million 
dollars, and the white poodle she aired in a baby carriage; the Cuban mother, who with her 
daughter, retired to the seclusion of a hotel room where she ordered a cigar and dinner 
for her dead husband each night; Hetty Green's daughter- Mrs. Wilks, a bleak figure in 
black; A. Van Horne Stuyvesant, the last of a famous family, who spent his days sitting in 
front of a picture of Franklin D. Roosevelt which he cussed; the memorabilia of Miss Emily 
Thorn, which cost $2000 to cart away to the junkyard; these and others make up a curious 
file of sequestered souls who found a phantom existence preferable to the world they 
repudiated, and who provide here considerable (in) human interest. (LC: 52-13649) 


Kirland, Caroline | Putnam 
A NEW HOME $5.00 


When Mrs. Kirland went to Michigan to join her husband in the 1930's her book 
about her experiences, published in 1839, was widely acclaimed. Reissued now and nicely 
edited by John Nerber,. it is'a witty and well bred exposure of the less exotic aspects of 
pioneering- a charming literary antique dusted off and revealed for the new pleasures to 
be found in it. Mrs. Kirland had eyés for everything and everybody when she went to 
Michigan. “Midge fancier” that she dubbed herself, she noticed and noted in her easy flow- 
ing and inimitable way, travelling conditions, friends en route, the hard work of ground 
clearing, building, farming, establishing a community and the more personal trials and 
tribulations of her neighbors. A thwarted romance or the growing township are paid as 
avid attention as the construction of their own house- all in a manner that captures ie 
general interest immediately. For nostalgic tastes, though perhaps mostly feminine, an 
enlightening tribute to a former vie quotidienne. Many period illustrations. 
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Random House 
LOOKOUT WIFE $3.50 


The romance of @ young marriage and of the Idaho peaks and forests gives 
this account of a summer fire-fighting by a former newspaperwoman its personal idiom. 
Jeanne and Chip began their lookout duties in a glass house 14' by 14', but isolation 
did not guarantee privacy as they discovered from a too constant colleague. She enjoys 
telling of the housekeeping, the watch for fires, the way the fires are fought, and 
their delight in the free western life in a country which they took to their hearts. 
Even smoke jumping becomes a believable everyday activity.... A friendly, feminine 
perspective but the outlook is fairly limited. 


september 26 16 [36 


Stark, Freya Coward-McCann 
THE FREYA STARK STORY $6.75 bo 


Beaty, Jeanne Kellar 














This volume incorporates, in shorter form, three of Freya Stark's previous 

books which were published individually in England: T7raveller’s Prelude, Beyond Euphrates, 
and The Coast of Incense. And there is humor, eclat and elegance- as well as an almost 
childlike delight in small things that qualifies these accounts as belles lettres as 
well as travel writing which is personalized and occasionally tinted. Readers who have 
come to look upon Freya Stark as the dean of women travellers, and an authority on the 
Orient and Arabia, will be interested in the firet two thirds of the book which traces 
the impetus in both her ancestry and her more immediate home environment which gave 
rise to her desire to push the horizon back. Her vignettes on the notables of the 

e international art world, on crowned heads and potentates of the east, are all percep- 
tive and footnote her footloose experiences with warmth and humor and an interest in 
people as well as places. And there's an exotic cast to most of it. 


Greene, Laurence Henry Holt 
THE RAID $3.00 


In this fairly unorthodox historical account of Harpers Ferry and John Brown, 
Mr.Greene is at times impertinent and scolding- but always interesting. Like Steinbeck, 
he conceives of a town as a human being with a nervous system, head, shoulders and feet. 
This is his approach to Harpers Ferry, a town with a propensity for violence. He pays 
some attention to the town's history; its Indians, its Dutch and German antecedents, 
its founder in 1747- a Tory architect named Robert Harper, its water, its iron, When 
the federal government established an armory and arsenal there, when it became a ferry- 
ing point on the highway to the West, when a railroad was built there in 1834, an im- 
petus was given to trouble. Harpers Ferry was made and destroyed by the same thing- 
its physical location. Soon the messianic, intrepid abolitionist John Brown arrived 
with his plan for a mad raid- to hit the arsenal at night, arouse the Negroes, arm 
them and then retreat into the hills. It was, in effect, a plan to attack the federal 
‘government, but to Brown, a Jehovah, slavery was an evil and this was his way of meet- 
ing the problem. Chaos and many deaths resulted. Brown was charged with treason, 
conspiracy and murder, and was hung... A; well-documented, and unusual treatment of the 
man and the place- and of the dreadful effects of violence. (IC: 53-8976) 


Glenne, Michael Roy 
KING HARRY'S SISTER $3.75 
@ A portrait of the Princess Royal, Margaret Tudor, sister of Henry VIII, a 





scheming, cold blooded, and in her later years rather tedious woman who is not likely 
to engage the fancy of present day readers. However, the life of the period has a 

careful reconstruction in all its pageantry, pomp, chicanery and lust~ often coupled 
with an ill-matched religious fervor. And one is also made privy to past shames and 
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scandals, such as the fact that James I of Scotland, Margaret's first husband, lost the 

battle of Flidden and his life in the arms of an enemy's wife. And few will react with 

more than repugnance at the Queen who sold out her own son, James II, to the English in 

order to refurbish her jewels and her wardrobe..... The facts are here, but not the eS 
flair, and they are appalling rather than arresting. (LC: 53-10352) 


September 28 


Herskovits, Melville J. Scribner 
FRANZ BOAS $2.50 


Another competent exposition of the life work of a germinal thinker, this rounds 
out further the contributions of the Twentieth Century Library to the general reader, who 
is willing to concentrate to gain insight into contemporary thought. A scientist who 
turned from the study of sea water to the study of man, who brought training, intelligence, 
imagination, breadth to the field, Boas pursued the study of man from the mathematical 
analyses of cephalic indeses to the interpretative readings of mythology. Man, the bio- 
logical organism, man, the culture-building animal, man, the creator received his attention. 
His eclecticism permitted him to accept psychic unity in evolutionism while rejecting the 
methodology, a mild diffusionism and the field work of functionalism while placing further 
value on history. His influence extends to us through students and through his theories 
of cultural dynamics and the psychology of culture. Good, succinct coverage. 


September 29, 


MacMillan, William J. Crowell 
THE RELUCTANT HEALER $3708 


A candid, curious personal history introduces a man with a special gift as a 
healer, and follows him through this always suspect calling toward which he felt obligated- 
rather than dedicated. For his first experiences when he applied his powers to a bunion 
and a burn (and alleviated them both) also taught him that the phenomenon is a pariah, and 
it was not long before he realized that- without exploitation of his healing gift- he & 
would not make an easy living. Studying for the ministry, first in America, then in 
England, he did not become ordained but instead was licensed as a psycho-therapeutist and 
began practice in the vestry of a Guildhouse. In the secret hope that he might be relieved 
of his powers, he was psychoanalyzed, but this only helped him to recognize the demands 
of a powerful unconscious aspect of his personality. Trips to the continent and back; 
practice in the Harley Street area and then in a clinic he established at Shattering Hall; 
his mother's adjustment to the life she later shared with him there- and his own spiritual 
search- this leads up to the war and forms an unassuming autobiographical record. Spirit- 
ualism and psychic phenomena have an e.s.p.ecial attraction for a definite audience. 


(LC: 53-10707) © —— 


Wagley, Charles as aed cee ei Macmillan 
AMAZON TOWN $5.50 


In a socio-anthropological study made possible by UNESCO and aligned with the 
present concern about under-developed areas and Point Four possibilities, Mr. Wagley 
analyses a small town on the Lower Amazon. His case town, called "Ita" here, affords 
the reader a sample of regional attributes-technically and culturally- and of the problems 
of man living in the tropics. The work and play activities, social system, history, 
custom, beliefs, cultural attainments of the people are presented in a full, concise 
report. Mr. Wagley uses his case study to advantage as he relates it to the larger 
problems of the region, of tropical living, of aid from outside the area. His use of 
other anthropological-sociological studies, as in his comparison of "Ita" with Plain- 
ville, and the report itself with its commentary mark the book as valuable for those 
involved in world planning- professionals, students and perhaps a stray world-minded 
housewife here and there. a 
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Brodnitz, Friedrich 5. jeruee 
KEEP YOUR VOICE HEALTHY $3.50 


Here is a book to cause singers, speakers, actors, teachers, ministers and 
other vocal professionals to heave a deep self-conscious breath of joy and relief, for 
it provides in abundance answers to the questions of what goes on inside oneself when 
ane sings or speaks and how to take care of the vocal apparatus. These very important 
gmubjects are all too often, as the author realizes, made a very minor part of vocal 
training. From a description of the vocal organs, to the potential weaknesses and ill- 
messes and care that should be given, through the elements of speech and the character- 
istics of the speaking voice the author carries the reader in lively style. Recom- 
mendations for further reading, index, and above all illustrations add to the value of 


the book. (IC: 53-7725) 


Smith, Bradford Lippincott 
CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH $5.00 


The purpose of this biography is to separdte the facts about John Smith- 
soldier, colonizer, writer and individual- from the legends, both flattering and scur- 
rilous which have grown up around the man. The painstaking research that is so evident 
and the biographer's candid admissions of certain flaws in John Smith indicate that the 
writer is unprejudiced and that his verdict can be accepted as correct. The book traces 
Smith's life from his childhood in England through his adventures as a roving soldier 
an the Continent, then back to England and on to America where he played an essential 
role in the founding of the Jamestown colony, and then back to England again where he 
atruggled unsuccessfully to gain the credit and the encouragement he deserved. The 
truth about certain parts of his life is impossible to ascertain, but there are a 
number of theories advanced about what happened during these gaps and certain ones are 
supported. The biography will please everyone who is interested in either John Smith 
or the early 17th century, but the flat, reportorial style will do little to attract a 
wider market and does little to make Smith's life as exciting for the reader as it was 
for Smith. 

Giles, Ray Lisp McGraw-Hill 

LIVE BETTER AFTER FIFTY $3.50 — 


Greater life expectancy may have changed the mark-up here from forty to fifty 
hut it's pretty much the same old story of how to stay young and a re-work of his earlier 
How To Retire and Enjoy It. The longer lifelines here are financial security and the 
way in which to achieve a protected old age with or without a job; proper eating habits, 
rest, and the ways in which women can help to preserve their men; adult education- and 
the enormous increase in attendance indicates new and broadening interests; hobbies and 
collecting and re-doing your home; these all will help to take your mind off the calendar 
and increase your enjoyment of this time of life. Practical comfort and counsel for a 


steady, staple audience. (IC: 53-8016) 


CiA 
hh 


McGraw-Hill 
LET'S TALK SENSE ABOUT OUR SCHOOLS $3.50 — 


Woodring, “Paul 


, * A stimulating evaluation of education which if less combative than Albert 
Lynd's Quackery in the Public Schools (Little, Brown- p. 417) is also in many ways more 
constructive and brings to the heat of controversy (which is more often confusion) a 
cool appraisal of our teachers- and schools today. Distinguishing between basic policy 
(which is the public's concern) and techniques (which should be left to the profession- 
als), Woodring discusses the changes in contemporary education- not all of which can be 
attributed to Dewey- the increased population and attendance, the extension of education 
upward, The lengthening shadow of Dewey (a hazy outline for the most part) and the 
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progressives which have gotten out of hand; the teachers' college (low man on the educa- 
tional totem pole) and if we have poor faculties, you can look for the answer in in- 
adequate salaries; the American teacher, and what makes a good one; the fundamentals and 
the frills- and the place of the 3 R's; and that other loaded word- discipline; academic 
freedom, free enterprise, a philosophy of education, all this provides a reasoned and 
temperate examination which is both a critique and a defense (the Lynd book is only the 
former). A wide audience of concerned to alarmed parents, as well as teachers, will find 


this edifying and often entertaining. (IC: 53-9020) 
TOO LATE 


Deane, Philip Norton 
I WAS A CAPTIVE IN KOREA $3.50 


A cleancut record by a correspondent for the London Observer, this has not only 
a certain timely value but is an account of bravery and endurance- more than his own- 
and a grim picture of a gaunt country which is hard to defeat- since it has nothing to 
lose. From Taegon in 1950, the fetid and infested provisional capital, te the front with 
the Americans- fighting for these “reeking paddy fields" as desperately as if they were 
defending their home towns, battle action took him on to Yongdong where he was wounded, 
captured and interned. As a journalist, he was accorded special privileges, but the 
next thirty three months were spent in various camps where, although there were no brutal- 
ities, the inadequate food and medical supplies and cold contributed to the high death 
rate. The boredom of inactivity! the interrogations and "hamfisted" propaganda; the never- 
ending negotiations and the constant speculation they aroused, the occasional humor and 
more frequent tragedy- his story speaks for itself and for all the others who shared it 
with him, soldiers, women and children, nuns and missionaries, anc a deprived and wretched 
native population. And it will serve to bring the significance of this conflict as well 
as its actuality home. (7/20) 
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342  Bemelmans, Ludwig- FATHER, DEAR FATHER- definite date 8/24 (Viking) 
342 Green, Gerald- 7 sfc THE SUN- definite date 9/28. Price from $3.50 to $3.75. 
Scribner 

342 Petry, Ann- THE NARROWS- definite date 8/17 (Houghton, Mifflin) 

351 Blum, Fred H.- TOWARD A DEMOCRATIC WORK PROGRESS- definite date 8/19 (Harper) 

351 Hill, George- YANKEE PHOTOGRAPHER- definite date 8/3 (Coward-McCann) 

364  Routsong, Alma- A GRADUAL JOY- from 8/10 to 8/18 (Houghton, Mifflin-Ballantine) 

368 Buck, Pearl- COME, MY BELOVED- from 8/20 to 8/10 (John Day) 

372 Reach, James- THE INNOCENT ONE- definite date 8/20 (Coward-McCann) 

373 Roosevelt, Eleanor- INDIA AND THE AWAKENING EAST- price from $3.50 to $3.00 (Harper) 

374 Gipson, Fred- COWHAND- from 8/19 to 9/19 (Harper) | 

380 Duff, Charles- IRELAND AND THE IRISH- definite date 8/21 (Putnam) 

380 Romero, Pepe- MEXICAN JUMPING BEAN- definite date 8/21 (Putnam) 

395 Bellow, Saul- THE ADVENTURES OF AUGIE MARCH- September Book of the Month Club 
selection. Definite date 9/18 (Viking) 

396 Clewes, H.- AN EPITAPH FOR LOVE- from 8/13 to 8/27 (Doubleday) 

396 Foley, Martha- THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES 1953- From 8/10 to 8/18 (Houghton, 
Mifflin- Ballantine) 

405  Buhet, Gil- THE INNOCENT KNIGHTS- definite date 9/14 (Viking) | 

405 Taylor, Elizabeth- THE SLEEPING BEAUTY- definite date 9/11 (Viking) 

406 Manor, Jason- TOO DEAD TO RUN- definite date 8/21 (Viking) 

414 Bischoff, Ilsa- DRIVE SLOWLY-SIX DOGS- the price ts definitely $3.75. Definite date 

8/21 (Viking) 





419 Hutchins, Robert M.- CONFLICT IN EDUCATION- definite date 9/2 (Harper) > 


420 Durrell, Gerald- THE OVERLOADED ARK- definite date 9/21 (Viking) 





